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The first Non-Native Settlers of Buffalo Creek 
Their Story 


Preface 


| have always been interested in history and how people shaped their environment depending on their 
particular situations. 


Living in the Western New York area (The Niagara Frontier), | have read several publications about the 
history of our area and how a few non-native adventuresome people came to an unbroken forest and 
decided to settle here for a few years or permanently. 


What | was able to find was however lacking in details of their lives and why they decided to settle in 
what was basically a hostile environment in the first few years of their stay here. 


Even though the narrative | ended up with is based on original documents, | decided to write this story 
in the first person because in a few cases | had to make some suppositions when original documents 
were not available or | had comments to make. Beside original documents, | have also included various 
excerpts from the various books written about the history of our area. The bibliography of these books 
is included at the end of this narrative. 


The first settlers in our area before the Holland Land Company started selling the land in the year 1800 
are not many but they all have an interesting story to tell — that is the purpose of this book. Their story 
does not cover a lot of years but basically ends in the year 1800 when the selling of the land started in 
earnest and what was a trickle very quickly became a torrent of new arrivals and Buffalo Creek became 
the City of Buffalo three decades later. 


| hope the narrative will be interesting to the reader. 


Background 


Enough has been written about the history of our area by many authors that to repeat what is already 
well known would serve no purpose — a few words about the general situation in our area during this 
time are however required to introduce the reader to the rest of the book. 


In the 1600’s our area was not devoid of people but was, for that time, densely populated. The three 
major native tribes that inhabited this area were: 


1) The Neutrals (Attawandaron - Also known as the Kah-Kwas) - they mainly inhabited the Niagara 
Peninsula in what is now Canada with considerable groups in Western New York. 

2) The Erie (Eriechronon - Also known as Nation du Chat (the Cat Nation)) - they lived in what is 
now Western New York, northwestern Pennsylvania, and northern Ohio before 1658. 

3) The Wenro (Wenrohroron) was a small tribe residing in present-day Western New York. It 
consisted of about 1,200 to 2,000 people. It was dwarfed by the other two tribes. 


Their main enemy was the very powerful Iroquois Confederacy (The Ho-de’-no-sau-nee — People of the 
Long House) - they were known as Iroquois by the French and Five Nations by the British and later on 
Six Nations when they accepted the Tuscarora tribe from North Carolina. Their general location is 
shown in the map below. 


Iroquois 
Six Nations 
c. 1720 


In the 1600’s, the Iroquois Confederacy went on an expansionist policy (loosely known as the Beaver 
Wars) — they conquered a good part of Northeast US as shown in the map below: 


MO Original Homeland 
Expansion of Five Nations Territory during the Beaver Wars 


In the process of their expansion, they destroyed the three tribes living in our area. 


Some authors have used the word “exterminated” instead of the word “destroyed” when referring to 
the elimination of the three tribes living in our area in that period. 


That is only partially correct. The Iroquois were fearsome warriors who thought of themselves as 
superior to all other tribes. During their wars they brought death and destruction to their enemies. The 
other tribes however were no pushovers. 


So, during these wars, the Iroquois suffered many casualties of their own. 


To replenishing their ranks, the Iroquois had a wise policy of adopting the survivors-mostly women and 
children and some males- into their nation. So, before long, the Iroquois had more adoptees in their 
tribes than original members. In that process, the three tribes in our area disappeared from the record 
while the Iroquois were able to retain or augment their numbers. 


Skipping to the time range of our narrative, by the year 1770 or so, our region (Western New York) was 
almost barren of people with the big exception of Fort Niagara with its big garrison and the surrounding 
area where traders and other people supplying the needs of the Fort lived and Fort Schlosser- a wooden 
fort located near the Falls of Niagara. 


The French, who built the original Fort Niagara, had started a small outpost in the Buffalo area, near 
where the Peace Bridge now stands, before this time but, after the British conquered Fort Niagara in 
1759, this small settlement was abandoned and no trace of it remains today. 


The Revolutionary War (War of Independence) did not bring any changes to the Buffalo area since it was 
not part in the fighting of the war and it remained an unbroken forest during this time with no 
permanent settlers except for some temporary Iroquois camps while on hunting expeditions. 


The main action was at Fort Niagara from where Loyalists and their Indian allies were sending out 
expeditions against to American Rebels bringing death and destruction to the Mohawk Valley and other 
communities in New York State and Northern Pennsylvania. The settlers in these areas of course 
demanded protection from these raids but the Continental Congress and the Continental Army could 
not provide help since the Revolutionary War was in full swing and other more important matters had to 
be attended to. 


In 1779, however, during a lull in the Revolutionary War fighting, the Continental Congress and the 
Continental Army decided that something needed to be done to stop the Loyalist and Iroquois raids in 
the New York and Pennsylvania areas. A large group of soldiers were sent to destroy the Iroquois 
infrastructure in Central New York. The expedition was called the Clinton-Sullivan Expedition, was made 
up by about 3,200 soldiers who were part of the most experienced units of the Continental Army. 


There was only one major battle in this expedition — the Battle of Newtown (near Elmira, NY) where 
about 1,000 Loyalists and Iroquois were decisively defeated by the 3,200 Continental soldiers. 


Sullivan's army carried out a scorched earth campaign, methodically destroying at least forty Iroquois 
villages throughout the Finger Lakes region of western New York, to put an end to Iroquois and Loyalist 
attacks against American settlements as had occurred the previous year in 1778 such as the Cobleskill, 
Wyoming Valley and Cherry Valley massacres. The devastation created great hardships for the 
thousands of Iroquois refugees who fled the region to shelter under British military protection outside 
Fort Niagara that winter. The winter was very severe and many Iroquois starved or froze to death, 
despite attempts by the overstressed resources of the British authorities to import food and provide 
shelter. 


The Expedition destroyed the infrastructure of the Iroquois Confederacy and resulted in the relocation 
of many of the survivors of the once powerful Iroquois nations to the Fort Niagara area. 
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From: Centennial History of Erie County - by Crisfield Johnson, 1876 


“They fled en masse to Fort Niagara, and during the winter of 1779-80, which was one of extraordinary 
severity, were scantily sustained by rations which the British authorities with difficulty procured - As 
spring approached the English made earnest efforts to reduce the expense, by persuading the Indians to 
make new settlements and plant crops. The red men were naturally anxious to keep as far as practicable 
from the dreaded foes who had inflicted such heavy punishment the year before, and were unwilling to 
risk their families again at their ancient seats. 

At this time a considerable body of the Senecas, with probably some Cayugas and Onondagas, came 
down from Niagara and established themselves near Buffalo Creek, about four miles above its mouth. 
This was, so far as known, the first permanent settlement of the Senecas in Erie County. They had 
probably had huts here to use while hunting and fishing, but no regular villages. In fact, this settlement 
of the Senecas, in the spring of 1780, was probably the first permanent occupation of the county, since 
the destruction of the Neuter Nation a hundred and thirty-five years before. 

The same spring another band located themselves at the mouth of the Cattaraugus. 

Those who settled on Buffalo Creek were under the leadership of Siangarochti, or Sayengaraghta, an 
aged but influential chief, sometimes called Old King, and said to be the head sachem of the Senecas.” 


Western New York from 1780 to 1800 and the first non-native settlers 
of Buffalo Creek 


In 1780, when some Iroquois groups were convinced by the British to move to Buffalo Creek and nearby 
locations, the Revolutionary War was still going on. 


The last major battle of that war was at Yorktown when a British Army surrendered on October of 1781. 


The peace treaty of the war was the Treaty of Paris signed September 3, 1783 guaranteeing the 
independence of the United States. 


So, on that day, the Buffalo Creek area officially became part of the United States except that, for 
practical purposes, it did not do that for the next thirteen years. 


The reason for that is that the British, for good reasons, refused to turn over Fort Niagara and other 
frontier posts to the new government so that, for the next thirteen years, our region remained a part of 
the British possessions until the Jay Treaty was signed in 1794 and ratified in 1796. 


Fort Niagara was then vacated by the British and the American government occupied it. 


It is needless to say that any new settlers in our area during this time knew they were settling in British 
territory even though they knew it was only a temporary arrangement until the American government 
took over. 


So, it comes as no surprise to find out, as the details of this book will show, that the very few new 
settlers in our area during this period were mainly American Loyalists some of whom were here only for 
a few years while a few others remained here permanently. 


What are the names of these early settlers? 
We will discuss them in the rest of the book. 


Lt. William Johnston and his family 
Cornelius Winney 

Joseph Hodges (Black Joe) 

Martin Middaugh and Ezekiel Lane 
Asa Ransom and Timothy Hopkins 
Jesse Skinner, John Palmer and Joseph Richard Palmer 
Sylvanus Maybee (or Mabee) 

John Crow 

The McBride Family 

John Lyon 

William Robbins (and David Reese) 


But, before we talk about the individual settlers (the main purpose of this book), we need to 
delve a little on what went on during these years. 


1) The Iroquois that settled in Buffalo Creek starting in 1780 were relatively few in numbers 
compared to the many thousands that used to form the Confederacy in the 1600’s. After the 
Revolutionary War ended, in 1794 a treaty was signed between the United States and the 
Iroquois. This treaty (the Treaty of Canandaigua) formally established peace between the two 
parties. As part of the discussions leading to the treaty- which took about two months to 
complete - the American team (led by Col. Timothy Pickering who later on became Secretary of 
State of the United States) was able to obtain a census of the Iroquois still living in our area. 


The census is shown below. 
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Showing the above census with updated information we have: 


Tribe Location Updated Tribe Updated Location Number 
Senekas Main Village Buffalo Creek Seneca Main village Buffalo Creek 331 
Senekas White Chiefs Village Seneca Buffalo Creek area??? 107 
Senekas Cataraugaus Seneca Cattaraugus Reservation 225 
Munces Cataraugaus Munsee(Delaware) Cattaraugus Reservation 143 
Senekas Cornplanter Two Villages Seneca Alleghany Reservation 331 
Senekas Tonawanters Seneca Tonawanda Reservation 104 
Senekas Conawagaues Seneca Connewagus Reservation 22 
Senekas Genesee Seneca Little Beard & Big Tree Reservation 91 
Senekas Big Tree Seneca Little Beard & Big Tree Reservation 96 
Senekas Squaka Hill Seneca Squakie Reservation 190 
Onondagaus Buffaloe Creek Onondaga Buffalo Creek 215 
Onondagaus On their own reservation Onondaga Central New York 145 
Oneidas Oneida Central New York 600 
Oneidas Genesee Oneida Little Beard & Big Tree Reservation 26 
Tuskaroas At Niagara Tuscarora Tuscarora Reservation 262 
Tuskaroas At Onaidas Tuscarora Central New York (with Oneidas) 63 
Cayugas At Cayugas Cayuga Central New York 51 
Cayugas Buffaloe Creek Cayuga Buffalo Creek 22 
Stockbridge Near Onaida Stockbridge Central New York (near Oneidas) 315 


Note: The chart above refers to various Reservations. In 1794 there were no Reservations in our 
area. However, when the US Government and the Holland Land Company (we will hear about 
this outfit soon) signed a treaty with the Iroquois Nations in the 1797 Treaty of Big Tree, the 
Iroquois Nations sold their rights to the Western New York region but retained lands that they 
were presently inhabiting. These lands are in the areas described in the above chart and they 
became Reservations. In total, they comprised about 200,000 acres. 


Where were these Reservations? 


In 1804, Joseph Ellicott (as representative of the Holland Land Company) published a map 
shown in the next page showing the location of the Reservations. Most of the Reservations have 
disappeared with the passage of time but some of them still exist. 


As it is evident by the census numbers, the three Iroquois tribes in the Buffalo Creek 
Reservation (Seneca, Cayuga and Onondaga) numbered less than 700 hundred people. No 
longer were the Iroquois a great force in the history of the State of New York but had to live 
with whatever they could produce with their own hands and the various annuities that they 
were able to negotiate. 
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2) The Holland Land Company 


The history of the Holland Land Company is well known. This brief introduction is for the 
reader who needs basic information about the company. 


When the Western New York area finally became part of the U.S. with the retreat of the British 
from the frontier posts are described earlier, it is no wonder that some sharp eye speculators 

immediately sought to buy the land trying to make some hefty profits. Our area was bought by 
Robert Morris-the big financier of the Revolutionary War; we do not need to know the details. 


Some big bankers in Holland (at the time Holland was the biggest banking center in Europe) also 
became interested in investing in the new country and our area in particular and sent Theophile 
Cazenove to America as their representative. He was involved in various investment schemes 
beside the Western New York area. 


When Robert Morris was contacted by Mr. Cazenove regarding the purchase of our area, the big 
problem was that the Iroquois rights to the same land had to be extinguished before the sale 
could proceed. Robert Morris sent his son Thomas Morris to Canandaigua where he spent 
considerable time “greasing the wheels”. 


Finally, in 1797, after many negotiations and conversations, the three interested parties (the 
U.S. government, the Holland Land Company and the Iroquois Indians) got together at Big Tree 
(present Geneseo, NY) where, after more negotiations, a deal was struck and the Iroquois 
relinquished their rights to Western New York retaining, as explained previously, the lands that 
they were inhabiting at the time which became Reservations. 


After more legal work, our area was finally owned by the Holland Land Company (the Dutch 
bankers created the Company for convenience since dealing with the individual bankers would 
have been cumbersome). The Company decided to sell the land to individual settlers instead of 
selling it, in large pieces, to other speculators. 


In order to do that, the land had to be surveyed, towns established, lots and sections of lots 
accurately measured, etc. Since the Holland Purchase encompassed 3,250,000 acres, this was 
easier said than done. 


Theophile Cazenove therefore hired Joseph Ellicott, one of the premier surveyors of the time, to 
head the Great Survey. More about Mr. Ellicott below. 


3) Joseph Ellicott and the Great Survey 


Joseph Ellicott was born in 1760 in Bucks County near Philadelphia, PA, one of the nine children 
of Joseph Ellicott and Judith Bleaker. His father, who was scientifically minded, moved to 
Maryland where he established the best milling operation in the country in Ellicott’s Upper 
Mills. He passed his love of science to at least three male children (Andrew, Joseph and 
Benjamin), all of whom became expert surveyors. 
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Andrew became the surveyor of Washington, DC and later on the first Surveyor General of the 
United States. He also surveyed various state boundaries. He was assisted in these operations 
by Joseph and Benjamin. 

When Theophile Cazenove hired Joseph Ellicott in 1797 to survey the Holland Land Company 
lands, his reputation as a premier surveyor was well established. The group of people he hired 
to survey the Holland Purchase was large - more than 100 persons- with surveyors, wagon 
drivers, tree cutters, cooks, etc. They came to the Holland Purchase in 1797 and, for the next 
three years, lived in tents during all seasons completing the Great Survey. This was completed in 
1800, with smaller surveys later on surveying individual towns. It was a monumental work. 


Joseph Ellicott 


During this time, Joseph Ellicott got to know the very few settlers already in the Buffalo Creek 
area. Since the surveying could hardly be kept a secret, during this time a few more settlers 
trickled in - but very few in numbers. 

During the survey, Theophile Cazenove went back to Holland and was replaced by Paul (or 
Paolo) Busti. Paul Busti was born and educated in Milan, Italy; he moved to Holland to work for 
an uncle who ran a counting house located in Amsterdam. While there, Paul married a woman 
whose sister was married to one of the bankers who created the Holland Land Company. 
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Paul Busti 


When the Great Survey was completed in 1800, Paul Busti then offered Joseph Ellicott the job of 
being in charge of selling the lots to new settlers. Joseph Ellicott accepted the offer anda 
contract was arrived at between the two parties. With a commission of five percent on any lots 
sold, Joseph Ellicott looked to become a very wealthy man and of course he did. 

Joseph then proceeded to sell the lots; a trickle in the beginning but later on a flood of new 
settlers until 1821 when he retired. He never married. He died in New York City in 1826 by 
committing suicide because of ongoing mental problems. He is buried in Batavia, NY. 


Well, it is time to close this very brief introduction to the main reason for this book - who 
were the very first non-native pioneers in the Buffalo Creek area before 1800 and what was 
their story- i.e. details of their lives. We will examine them individually. 


| hope the details will be of interest to the reader. 
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Lt. William Johnston and his family 


As it will become evident soon, this will be the longest chapter of the book. 


The reason it that, even though Lt. William Johnston is the only member of his family who was a 
settler in Buffalo Creek, the story of the family is very interesting and deserves to be told in 
greater details. It involves members on both sides of the Niagara River and their contribution to 
the history of our area. 


We start in the far-off year 1707 when a daughter Elizabeth was born to one Christianus Servos 
in the German principality of Neuwied. The mother of Elizabeth is unknown-Elizabeth was either 
an illegitimate child or the daughter of an unknown first wife of Christianus. 

Christianus subsequently married Margaretha Elizabetha DeBruen with whom he had six 
additional children. 


Note: the family of Christianus was of Hungarian extraction. The original name was Zervas. After 
the family moved to America, the last name referred to is Servos, Servis, Service and probably a 
couple of other variations. The one most used is Servos so we will go by this last name. 


Christianus was a soldier in the employ of the Prince of Neuwied Frederick Wilhelm. In 1729, he 
decided to move to America for unknown reasons. By then he was 65 years old so who knows 
what drove him to take this radical step at that age - maybe his kids made the choice for him. He 
was in good terms with Prince Frederick so the prince wrote a letter of recommendation for his 
faithful subject. 


The letter went like this: 


"We, Frederick Wilhelm, of the Holy Roman Empire, Count of Wied and Lord of Runkel and 
Issenberg, do hereby declare that Christopher Servos, a native of our principality, entered our 
military service in the year 1687. 

He served in our Guard as a musqueteer twelve years, as corporal five years, sergeant fifteen 
years, and as Landsfahndrick seven years and nine months, in all thirty-nine years and nine 
months. 

During this long service he was always distinguished as a brave and honorable man, faithful in 
the performance of every military duty and in all the relations of life of strictest integrity, upright 
and honorable, as becomes a good man and faithful soldier to be. 


"We, therefore, of our own motion and free will, understanding that he desires to emigrate to 
America with his wife and six children, do hereby grant him an honorable discharge from our 
service, and release him from all our spiritual and civil jurisdictions, declaring thereby the great 
satisfaction we have had from his long and honorable services. Not desiring to lose him, yet since 
of his own desire he has resolved to go with his wife and six children to America, the better to 
provide for their future welfare, and will betake himself either to New York or Philadelphia, and 
in order that he may be favorably received by the Honorable Governors of New York or 
Pennsylvania as a man every way worthy of their assistance and patronage, we recommend the 
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said Christopher Servos to them, pledging ourselves by any means in our power to the said 
Honorable Governors, to reciprocate any kindness, good-will, and assistance which they may be 
pleased to show to the said Christopher Servos. 


"And in order to further ratify these presents, we subscribe them with our own hand and order 
them to be sealed with the great seal of our principality. 


"Given in this our Residenz Hoff at Neu Wied am Rhein. 
"April 27, 1726. "Frederick." 


After the family got to America, their travel experience is hard to follow since there were other 
people named Servos in colonial New York and is hard to determine from original documents 
which ones refer to the family in question. It appears that the family lived in New Jersey for a 
while and maybe in Ulster County, New York before moving to the Mohawk valley. 


Somewhere between 1735 and 1738 the family moved to Shoharie, NY. 


Christianus died there in 1745. By then all of the kids were adults and of course started their 
own families. 


Of all the children of Christianus, the one which we are most interested in is Elizabeth, the 
oldest daughter because in this timeframe (1735 to 1738) she got married to William Powell. 
Most likely they got married in Shoharie, but it could have been in Ulster County. 


When the family moved to the Shoharie area, they became good friends and neighbors to an 
Irishman that had recently moved there in 1738 to administer some lands owned by an uncle. 
The neighbor, by the name of William Johnson, in time became a very important person in the 
history of the State of New York. 


William Johnson became Sir William Johnson, Baronet — Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
conqueror of Fort Niagara, one of the largest landowners in Colonial America and many other 
titles. Much has been written about him. 

When the Servos family got to know him, his fame was still in the future. 


How close was the Servos family to William Johnson at this time? 


Among the records of Queen Ann Chapel in Fort Hunter (fort on the Mohawk River) we find the 
following birth record: 


7 February 1741/2 


John, son of Catherine WysenBergh [& Sir William Johnson]. Sureties: Isaac 


Wempl[le], William Powell, Eliza Powell. [m. Mary Watts, 6/303/1773; d. Mont- 
real, Quebec 1/4/1830. ] 
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As you can see, when the first son of the future Sir William Johnson was baptized, the sureties 
(Godparents) were William Powell and Elizabeth Servos Powell. John went on to become Sir 
John Johnson, Second Baronet and also quite a historical figure himself. 


Additionally, when the first son of William Powell and Elizabeth Servos Powell was baptized in 
the Queen Anne Chapel at Fort Hunter, one of the sureties (Godparents) was William Johnson. 
Details will follow in the next few pages. 


Also, there are various other documents that show the close relationship between the Servos 
family and Sir William Johnson - for example, one of the sons of Christianus Servos (Capt. Peter 
Servos) was the overseer of Sir William Johnson’s slaves. 


Before we look at the children of William Powell and Elizabeth Servos, let us examine a little the 
story of the British Indian Department of North America since it will soon become a large part of 
our narrative. 


In 1755, Gen. Braddock, at the time the general in charge of the British forces in North America, 
appointed Sir William Johnson to be the first Superintendent of the Indian Department in North 
America. The job of the Department was to do whatever it took to have the Indians in the 
northern part of the British colonies to be on good terms with the British and to facilitate trade 
between the two parties. Being the first Superintendent, William Johnson had to recruit the 
people who would make up the Indian Department. It comes as no surprise that the recruits 
came mainly from the Mohawk Valley. Their qualifications were that they were good 
woodsmen and spoke one or more of the Indian languages. Another very desirable qualification 
was to be a good smith or gunsmith or both since the Indian tribes needed somebody living in 
their villages to repair metal utensils and specially to repair their guns. So, in time, most of the 
Indian villages had a member of the Indian Department living with them semi-permanently. The 
Indian Department was a part of the British Army but, for practical purposes, was an 
independent group not subject to British Army discipline and bureaucracy. 
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Now, let’s go back to William Powell, Elizabeth Servos and their children. 


Their first child was Joseph Powell born May 11, 1740. As related before, at his baptism at the 
Queen Ann Chapel at Fort Hunter, one of the sureties (Godparents) was the future Sir William 
Johnson. 


We will encounter Joseph Powell later on but, briefly, he became a private in the Indian 
Department and also Butler’s Rangers, did not rise in the ranks, obviously was a Loyalist that 
ended up in Canada and died after 1795 in Bertie (now Fort Erie) across the Niagara River from 
Buffalo. 


He had property at Tribes Hill (Across the Mohawk River from Fort Hunter). The property was 
confiscated on July 15, 1783. The indictment was on 14 June 1783. 


The second child was Capt. John Powell born in the Mohawk Valley about 1746. Like his 
brother Joseph, he joined the Indian Department (ID) but, unlike his brother, did rise through 
the ranks and became a Captain. 
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Chronology of Capt. John Powell 


1746 About Birth of John Powell in Tryon County (Mohawk Valley) 


1750s and 60s_ Wasa Farmer and Gunsmith 


1771 


1775 


1776 


1777 


1780 


1783 


1783 


1784 


1786 


1790 


1791 


1794 


1806 


Was on a list of people that petitioned the government to change the boundary 
of Albany County (Together with John Johnston and Joseph Powell). Petition 
dated November 1771 


Left the Colonies — Probably with Guy Johnson (nephew of Sir William Johnson) 
when Guy fled to Canada-Was a Volunteer 


Became a Lieutenant in the Indian Department 
Became a Captain in the Indian Department 


Married Jane Moore of Cherry Valley at Fort Niagara. Jane became a captive 
when the Cherry Valley hostilities took place. John Powell wooed her at Fort 
Niagara with successful results. 


July 24 Ina letter from Guy Johnson to Haldimand, Capt. Powell is named to 
be a witness to a board looking for excessive expenditures in the ID 


Aug.6 Ina list of ID officers drawing provisions at Fort Niagara, he is listed 
together with Mrs. Powell (Jane Moore), a negro (servant) and an old prisoner 
woman (Elizabeth McGammson) 


March 24 Separated from the Indian Department in the reduction of March 24, 
1784. The Indian Department ceased to exist in New York State. 


25 Sept 1785 to 24 December 1786- On a provisioning List at Fort Erie, Capt. 
John’s record shows: 1 Man, 1 Woman, 1 Male over 10, 1 Female over 10, 1 
Female under 10 


His brother Joseph Powell is also on the same list — just one male 


March 31-John Powell was appointed a Commissioner of Roads by the Land 
Board of the Nassau District. The district then encompassed the Niagara 
Peninsula. 


Col. Proctor came to Buffalo Creek on the way to talk to the Western Indians. He 
was refused to go there by the British authorities at Fort Niagara. Captain 

Powell came from Fort Erie to assist Col. Proctor and keep an eye on the 
proceedings. The captain was still employed either officially or unofficially by 
the Indian Department because there was still this Department in Upper Canada 
but not in New York State anymore. 


July 28-John Powell was commissioned as Lieut.-Colonel of Canadian Militia 
Before this date, Capt. John Powell died in Bertie (Fort Erie) 
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As a captain of the Indian Department, he was a busy guy and references to his work are numerous. 
Since our effort is to find details of settlers of Buffalo Creek, we are not going to pursue these references 
too much except to notice that by 1786, he was already in Canada and living in the Fort Erie area. His 
name will however come up several times in this narrative. 


The third child was Elizabeth Powell born in Tryon County (Mohawk Valley) in 1749. 


She died in the Niagara Peninsula near Niagara Falls, Ontario in 1821. She was the second wife of Daniel 
Servos who was a lieutenant in the Indian Department. Daniel was also a first cousin of Elizabeth. Many 
records of Daniel Servos are available. Previous to his marriage to Elizabeth Powell, Daniel was married 
to Catherine Dachstater, they lived in the Mohawk Valley in a farm on the Charlotte River. 


Possibly there was another child born to William Powell and Elizabeth Servos. Her name was Mary. A 
couple of researchers claimed that she was the second wife of Guy Johnson (nephew of Sir William 
Johnson) - Guy was the successor to Sir William as Superintendent of Indian Affairs. | could not find any 
evidence of Guy having a second wife or that Mary actually existed. However, it could be true. 


After the year 1749, William Powell died of unknown causes. 
A few years later, Elizabeth Servos Powell married again to Capt. John Johnston. 


The only child from that marriage was William Johnston - our Buffalo Creek settler. We will of course 
talk about him a lot in this narrative. 


But, before we get to him, who was Capt. John Johnston? He was an ID employee together with his 
brother William who also became a Captain in the department. 


The Johnston brothers 


John Johnston and his brother William Johnston were born in Boston, Massachusetts in the years 1736 
for John and 1738 for William. 


In their youth, they were both trained to be smiths and gunsmiths. 
Somehow, they came to the Mohawk Valley to be farmers, smiths and gunsmiths. 


The Indian Department, under Sir William Johnson since 1755, naturally was looking to recruit people 
with those qualifications - especially gunsmiths. So, it comes as no surprise that both brothers became 
employees of the Indian Department. 


Note: Gen. Sir Frederick Haldimand was Governor of Quebec from 1778 to 1784. He left a trove of 
documents that were a great help in this narrative. 


Some additional abbreviated information about Capt. William Johnston 


1) Areturn was made in Schenectady Sept 10, 1762 showing that effective Nov. 15, 1760, John 
Johnston was made a 2 Lieutenant and William Johnston was made an Ensign in the company 
commanded by John Johnson (future 24 Baronet) in the Second Battalion of NY Militia 
(northern section under the command of Sir William Johnson) 
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2) 


3) 


4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 


8) 


9) 


Was a smith and gunsmith from 1762 to 1769 at Machilimackinac working for the ID 
Department. He was getting paid about 100 pounds sterling per year. 

July 1769-Even though he was in Michigan at the time, he was one of the petitioners to 
purchase a large tract of land of 23,000 acres in the Mohawk valley. His brother John Johnston 
was also a petitioner together with twenty or more other people. The land became known as 
the “Servis Patent”. In reality, the real purchaser was Sir William Johnson who used a 
subterfuge of the time to purchase land that legally he could not purchase. 

1775- Left the Colonies - was with Guy Johnson when Guy fled to Canada. He is described as a 
volunteer 

He became an ID Lieutenant in 1780 

He became an ID Captain in June 1783 

In the period between 1775 to 1784 there is not much information of what he did during this 
period. 

1785 Apr 26 William is in a list of ID officers recommended for half pay at Niagara. He lived at 
Fort Niagara and in the Niagara Peninsula for a time but when lands became available in 1788 
he was one of the original settlers in the Bay of Quinte towns established by the government - 
he settled in Ernestown (Near present day Kingston, Ontario). As an ID Captain, he was entitled 
to 3,000 acres of land - he received the land so obviously he was well off. 

1788 He came to Ernestown together with Samuel McKay, his sister Ann McKay and their 
mother who was the widow of Capt. Samuel McKay who had died in the War of Independence. 
He then married the widow of Capt. Samuel McKay. 


10) Widow McKay died before 1807. The captain then married Isabella Murray who | suppose was 


another widow. By then he was 69 years old. 


11) In 1797, the captain asked for additional lands for his step-children Samuel and Ann. The board 


recommended 600 acres each for the two step-children that by then were of age. 


12) Because of his experience, he was heavily involved with the local militia. In 1812, he was the 


Colonel in charge of the First Regiment of Addington (Ernestown) Militia. He resigned the 
position in 1819 because of poor health. 


13) 1823 Apr. 10 - Died in Ernestown, Ontario 


Following is the newspaper announcement of his death in the Kingston (Ontario) Chronicle in April 


1823: 


DIED - At Ernest town, on Thursday evening the 10¢) inst. WILLIAM JOHNSTON, Esquire, late Colonel of 
the Addington Militia, aged 84 years, ten months, and ten days. He was one of the first settlers in this 
Country after the American Revolution; and has since resided in this place. His Loyalty to His King and 
attachment to his country were strong traits in his character; having served his Majesty faithfully for 60 
years; and during that period through three wars. He was at the reduction of Canada in the years 59 
and 60 and two succeeding wars; he had many highly valuable qualities - a kind friend and a generous 
benefactor, and the poor was never known to go empty away from his hospitable door; he will be much 
lamented by all his friends and acquaintances; but those more intimately acquainted with him will long, 
very long, regret the loss of their inestimable friend. 
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Abbreviated Chronology of ID Captain John Johnston. Since he is the father of Lieut. William Johnston, 
our Buffalo Creek settler, we are going to present more details of his life. 


1736 About Birth of John Johnston in Boston, Mass 
1755 Appointed a Lieutenant — where? 


1760 Before Married to Elizabeth Servos Powell. Their only child is William Johnston our Buffalo 
Creek settler who was born in 1760 


1760 October 22-Recommended to be a 2"? Lieutenant in Second Battalion of the New York 
Militia under the command of Sir William Johnson. John Johnson (son of Sir William 
Johnson and the future second Baronet) to be in charge of the company. A return was 
made in Schenectady Sept 10, 1762 showing that, effective Nov. 15 1760, John Johnston 
was made a 2™ Lieutenant and William Johnston (his brother) was made an Ensign in 
the company commanded by John Johnson (future 2"? Baronet) in the Second Battalion 
of NY Militia (northern section under the command of Sir William Johnson) 


1762 John Johnston is in the ID department stationed primarily with the Cayuga Indians. He 
reports to Sir William about various problems. 


1764 A Captain in the Indian Department 


1764 He is on an expedition of about 200 Indians, mostly Mohawks, and a few white people 
against Kanisteo (Canesteo) and other Susquehanna Indian towns. His fellow ID officers 
are Henry Monture and William Hare. This episode is well documented by various 


sources. 
1766 March 13 - John Johnston is in Philadelphia on some sort of vacation. 
1769 May 4- Letter by John Johnston to Sir William Johnson regarding his marital problems. 


Johnston was at Cayuga (Kiuga). In it he talks about his wife (It has to be Elizabeth 
Servos) and how she and her friends have driven him to drink. No surprise there as we 
shall see later on. Here is the letter: 


[Kiuga May 4". 1769] 
With my Sincear Respects to Sir William hopeing you will pardon me at this time. 


lam present at Kiuga at my Arrival was Oblidged to give them a reason for my misfortunate Departure 
from home and the most barbarous most Cruel treatment | received from my ungratfull women and her 
Confederate Friends, they on and all head men and warriours & women desired | would tarry with them 
as they were well aqquanted with me beged | would remain as a Smith | Being well acquainted in the art 
of Gun work axes hoes &c, and that Your honour was pleased to Give them Your unalterable promise to 
furnish them with one this Spring; this being | believe Sir at this time the most of their Errand.! told them 
as to my tarrying with them with them | was Very willing as it wholey depended as Your honour thought 
proper and that Diligently to Serve them; they thanked me and Said they would apply to your to Your 
honour without Delay.! Can Sir Solemly declair that some some time past | was drove to the utmost 
Extreames of of despair and that by a most Barbarous Incensed Crue! woman and Confredrare from of 
the same [ Jetion, which realey | bleive was a formed Design [to] drive me to Excess of Liqour and 
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had to my Sorrow [the] desired Effect | have Sir resolutely abandoned [the] same as Poyson both of Soul 
and Body | Cannot [ ] the thoughts of it | cannot but at time [ [ the Ill treatment that | have 
undeservingly [ ] from her and her Children after | brought [ ] in Clineing Each to usurp 
undutyfull [ ] when |! further think of the Untold [ ] Gone through as hunger Cold [ ] by 
some days travel for Such [ ] to make them happy [ ] for the future of not bringing [ ] 
de as in my Life | never [ ] Since | marryed | Bleive Your honour is not [ ] Deceitful Set one 
and all of the fam[ily —_] if Your Honour Should [ ] should Establish a Smith hear as they are ina [ 
] for the want of one as the most of them h[ave no] axes or hoes to use if Your honour Should [ ] of 
Your wonted Leinety and Goodness to S[ ] | shall make it my Study to the utmost to [ ] Your 
Instructions and diligently to please [ J as in my Power; | have Sir a Very Good pair [ of bellows?] 
home which Cost me ten pounds of York w[hich_ __] to have the them the Cost will be Six pounds [ ] 
& my Brother has Left a pair of my house [ ] me to dispose of for ten pounds all Sir | sh[ ] be 
some files lron and Steal and Immed[ ] if Your honour is willing to Set up a Pit of [charcoal?] prepair 
for work and if possably | shall [ ] to help the People of Connutasago as it [ ] distance from 
hear | Conclude with my [ ] 


Your honours most Obed’, humb® Serv‘ 
JOHN JOH[NSTON] 
P.S. Sir 


Preheps | may be of Service if [ ] should present it Self being in [ ] Country | forgot the day 
of the month [ ] the Letter without date 


Addressed: To The Hon" Sir William Johnson Bat. 


As you can see from the letter, his spelling was atrocious, something not very unusual at 


the time. 
1770 Capt. John Powell in an affidavit in Niagara states that John Johnston became a Captain 
in 1770 
1771 Feb 14 — He is near Kanadesaga (Geneva, NY) and writes about various problems there 
1771 Oct 3 -He is now in Missisauga Country (Niagara Peninsula) in a place called 


Baskootayan. Says that he has been well received - talks about various problems 


1771 Was on a list of people that petitioned the government to change the boundary of 
Albany County (Together with Joseph Powell and John Powell). Petition dated 
November 1771 


1774 NOTE: Sir William Johnson Died July 11, 1774 
1775 Appointed again a Captain in the Indian Department 
1780 Oct. 30- Captain John Johnson was dismissed from the service because of heavy drinking 


— Letter from Guy Johnson to Haldimand 
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1781 


1781 


1782 


1782 


1782 


1782 


1783 


1786 


1786 


April 23-Intelligence from Capt. John Johnston and Lt. William Johnston (his son) 
regarding rebel activities (was the captain not dismissed at this time?). Capt. John 
Johnston and his son are now at Kadaragaras (Cattaraugus). 


Capt. John Johnston writes to Col. Butler about his desire to rejoin ID. Johnston is at 
Lachine (Montreal) 

September 24-Butler to Captain John Johnston. Expressing his regret at not being able 
to be of use to him; the sense he has of his (Johnston's) merits. 

October 10-Letter of Captain John Johnston to Haldimand. Stating his position; he is 
ready to go on a scout or on an expedition. 


April 29 Copy of a letter from Capt. Robert Mathews (private secretary of Haldimand) to 
Col. Guy Johnson, The letter specifies that the bearer of the letter is Capt. John Johnston 
and commanding Guy Johnson by direction from Haldimand to reinstate him and give 
him a second chance because of his past contributions and his promise to reform from 
the drinking that got him dismissed on Oct 30, 1780 (About a year and half of dismissal). 
In September and October of 1781 John Johnston was in Montreal or Lachine. 


July 7 — Letter from Montreal from a British spy (Sutherland) to Mathews. Mentions 
Elizabeth Servos Johnston being in Montreal. Quote:” Sutherland had spoken to the wife 
of Captain John Johnston. She had come to Canada through Vermont, which was a safe 
route now favored by Loyalists who were forced to flee New York.” 


Sept 2 - The captain was listed in a general Indian and ID return but is listed as “prisoner 
with the enemy” 


Sept 3 - In another list of ID personnel, Captain Johnston is described as being in 
Karaghyaderha (Indian town in the Genesee Valley). Supposed to be the present 
Belvidere, Allegany County, New York. 


Dec. 4-Ina return of ID officers he is described as “extra captain” probably because 
somebody else took over his command while he was a prisoner 


Dec. 14 — In provisioning list of 1786- 1 Male, 1 Female and 4 Servants (Slaves)- Murray’s 
District (Niagara /Newark) 


Died in the province of Quebec, Canada - aged about 50 years. 


Some additional information about Capt. John Johnston and his family. 


As is evident in the above chronology, the captain led quite a rough life both in work and family. 
Because of his knowledge of gunsmithing, he was valuable to Sir William Johnson since he was able to 
stay with various Indian tribes at different times and was able to go on expeditions and scouting duties. 


However, his heavy drinking resulted in his dismissal. He was reinstated later on but who knows if he 
was able to keep his promise to reform. Family wise, he was rarely at home so his family life is really 


unknown. Both he and his wife became prisoners of the Americans but were able to be exchanged. He 
lived in the Niagara Peninsula at the end. He was there drawing provisions in 1786 but died in the 
province of Quebec (most likely in Montreal) in the same year. He probably went there to provide 
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evidence to the authorities about the Indian Department - there were various inquiries conducted about 
the expenses of that department. How he died is unknown. 


His wife Elizabeth lived near Niagara-on-the-Lake (then called Newark) until 1811 when she died at the 
age of 103 years. She received several plots of land from the government and she had the half pay 
pension from her husband so she was somewhat well off. We will meet her again during this period now 
that we finally are able to start discussing Lt. William Johnston, our Buffalo Creek pioneer. 


Chronology of Lt. William Johnston 


Lt. William Johnston was born in 1760. A return of half-pay officers done in 1806 shows his age to be 46 
years old at the time. The place of his birth is probably Canajoharie in the Mohawk Valley since land 
belonging to his parents in this location was expropriated on July 16, 1783 


He died in Buffalo Creek in 1807. He was 47 years old. 


Continuing with the abbreviated chronology of Lt. William Johnston: 


1777,8 William Johnston Jr. was listed employed by the Indian Department in the Indian 
Country to be paid £91.4 at the rate of 6 shillings per day for 304 days of service from 25 
Dec 1777 to 24 Oct 1778. (Indian Department Rolls 1777-1778) 


1778 Left the Colonies in 1778. 


1778 Nov. 8- Major John Butler requested a commission as a Lieutenant for William Johnston, 
Jr. (He was 18 years old) 


1778,9 William Johnston was listed as a Lieutenant in the Indian Department to be paid £121.12 
at the rate of 8 shillings per day for 304 days of service from 25 Dec 1777 to 24 Oct 
1778. 


William Johnson Jr. was listed as an employee in the Indian Department paid £54.12 at 
the rate of 6 shillings per day for 182 days of service from 25 Oct 1778 to 24 Apr 1779. 


1781 April 23 Haldimand Records 


Intelligence from Capt. John Johnston and Lt. William Johnston (his son) regarding rebel 
activities (was the captain not dismissed at this time?). Capt. John Johnston is cantoned 
at Kadaragaras (Cattaraugus). 


1781 Spring From a book about the Gilbert family who had been prisoners of the 
Senecas: 


“In the spring of 1781, Captain Powell, Lieutenant Johnson and Thomas Peart went up 
Buffalo creek with two boats loaded with provisions, and a proportion of seed-corn for 
planting, together with a quantity of hoes, for distribution among the Indians.” 


1782 June - Lt. William Johnston and Lt. John Young were sent as "runners" with 
correspondence for Detroit. 
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1783 Aug.6- in a list of ID personnel drawing provisions at Niagara, he is listed together with a 
servant. 


1783 Dec. 1- In "Return of Persons Under the description of Loyalists, Specifying the Number, 
Age & Sexes & Number of Rations drawn by Familys In the Indian Department" dated 
Niagara 1st December 1783 Lt. William Johnston was listed aged 25 with Elizabeth 
Johnston 64. Issued 1 ration. 


1784 March 24 - Separated from the Indian Department in the reduction of March 24, 1784. 
When the ID department in New York was abolished, Lt. William Johnston became 
“unemployed” (but at half-pay) or “retired”. But “retired” is the wrong word since he 
was only twenty-four years old at the time. The British however needed somebody at 
Buffalo Creek to keep the Indians there on the British side. The person they selected was 
our Buffalo settler who got a job as an “interpreter” which was a position with a stipend. 
By then he was fully familiar with the area, spoke the Seneca language perfectly and, as 
we will find out soon, had another reason to establish a residency there. His official 
residence was Fort Niagara as you would expect. 


We stop the chronology here to try to establish when Lt. Johnston actually came to Buffalo Creek as a 
settler. As an employee of the Indian Department, he naturally was stationed here and there as the 
need arose. From other sources, it seems that his main “station” was at Kanadesaga (now Geneva, NY) 
but, as the Revolutionary War came to a close, his activities shifted toward the Western New York area 
as you would expect. By 1781, as we have noted, he was already in the Cattaraugus area on a scout. 


He married a Seneca woman and had a son named John (Jack). More information about them comes 
from the reports Rev. Elkanah Holmes gave to his Society (New York Missionary Society) about the 
missionary work he did at Buffalo Creek and the Western New York area in 1800 and in the next few 
years. 


Below are excerpts from the reports Reverend Holmes submitted to the New York Missionary Society: 
In the 1801 Report of the Society (The New York Missionary Magazine): 
Section of the address to the Rev. E. Holmes, by Farmer's Brother, Chief Sachem of the Seneca Nation. 


“Father, | then gave up one of my grandsons to the United States to get learning, in hopes that this 
youth, when he got learning, would be of great service to our nations, to inform us of the good customs 
and ways of the white people. What we agreed upon was, that he was to remain with them five years, 
thinking by that time he would gain knowledge of the good ways and manners of the white people. Two 
years after he had been at Philadelphia, | and a number of other chiefs of our nation went there upon 
public business: when | arrived there, | was anxious to see my grandson -- and how was | surprised when | 
first saw him — he was ina tavern; the next place | saw him at, was in a house of gaming; and further, | 
saw him in a bad house where were bad women. What was my astonishment to see him in such 
company, and he but only a boy yet: and besides, | saw him dancing in a house where they teach 
dancing. Then all my expectations that he would ever be of any service to our nations, failed; for we 
know of no such things among us, of boys of his age, going into such company, and following such bad 
WAOYS..esseeseeeee Father, we have now a particular favour to ask of you and your good society. | have a mind 
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to try once more. | have another grandson which we wish that you and your society would take under 
your protection, and teach him the good customs of the white people, and keep him from all the bad 
ways ; for we believe from the good words we have heard from your mouth, and the good talk sent to us 
by your good society, that if you and they will be so kind as to favour us poor Indians by accepting this 
boy to teach him the good ways that you know and practice, we are in great hopes that he will be of 
great use to us Indians, by telling us of your good ways, to open our eyes to see how to walk in your good 


We the subscribers, assisted as interpreters when the foregoing Address was delivered, and assisted the 
Rev. Elkanah Holmes to commit it to writing-And do hereby certify, That the above is as near to the 
phraseology and ideas of the speaker, as we are able to recollect. 


WILLIAM JOHNSTON, NICHOLAS CUSOCK translators.” 
Continuation from the above narrative by the Rev. Holmes: 


“The foregoing application to me was very unexpected at the time, but | returned for answer to the 
sachem, that | was not prepared to take the boy home with me at my own expense, but if they would fit 
him out, and be at the expense of taking him to New- York, | would venture to take charge of him this 
winter, and until next summer, and if the Directors of the Missionary Society did not think proper to 
accept of him, | would endeavor that he should be returned to them again without any further expence. 
He is to be amply provided for with clothes and money to go with me to New-York, according to my 
proposal. He is between thirteen and fourteen years of age. He is of the first family in the nation, by 
his mother's side, and, therefore, is now a chief, according to the custom of the nation, and will be 
entitled to the first place in the nation, if he lives and does well. His father is a white man, a half-pay 
officer in the British service. His mother was part white, and the boy so white, that he would scarcely 
be suspected to be any ways related to the Indians. He speaks English very well. He has been to school, 
and! am told can read and write considerably well for such a boy. He is very active and sensible, and 
appears to be of a good disposition. He is well recommended to me by several white people. For these 
and several other reasons, | was induced to accept of him in the manner | have mentioned. | hope it will 
meet with the approbation of the Directors of the Missionary Society, and with the blessing of God.” 


In the 1802 Report of the Society (The New York Missionary Magazine): 


“Two days after the annual meeting, the Rev. Elkanah Holmes returned to this city. The progress of his 
mission, till that period; the affectionate addresses received from the Indians he had visited, and the 
proposal by them to establish two schools, the one at Buffaloe Creek, the other at the Tuscarora Village, 
may be seen in the appendix to our last publication: John Johnston, a young Chief of the Seneca nation, 
entrusted to the Society for his education, came with Mr. Holmes. He has been placed under the tuition 
of Mr. McGregor; teacher of the school under the care of the Associate Reformed Church, where he is 
boarded at the rate of 182 dollars per annum, and educated without expense; His regular habits, the 
improvement of his time, and the affection which he will probably imbibe for the Society, Promise great 
advantage to its designs, when he shall have returned to his tribe.” 


In the 1803 Report of the Society (The New York Missionary Magazine): 
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“The young Seneca chief, John Johnston, has been placed under the care, and is lodged in the family, of 
the Rev. Amzi Armstrong, at Mendham in New-Jersey. Here, after special attention to his religious 
education, he is taught reading, writing, arithmetic, geometry, and surveying; with directions to proceed, 
as soon as may be proper, to agriculture geography, and history, particularly the history of this country. 
The accounts which the Directors have had of him do not diminish their hope of his future usefulness to 
his nation. The expense of his boarding and tuition is at the rate of 66 dollars annually.” 


From the above excerpts, we find the following about Lt. William Johnston, his wife and their son John 
(Jack): 


e Lt. William Johnston married not just any Seneca woman but one of the children of Farmer’s 
Brother (Seneca name: Honanyawus) who at that time was the principal sachem of the Buffalo 
Creek Indians 

e John (Jack) was born about 1786 or 1787. Obviously, Lt. William got to know his future wife in 
the 1785 or 1786 timeframe. 

e The father-in law and mother-in-law of Lt. William were Farmer’s Brother and a white woman 
who most likely was taken as a prisoner during one of the many raids the Iroquois did during the 
American Revolution 

e Was Lt. William a settler at Buffalo Creek from about 1785 to 1796 when Fort Niagara was 
evacuated by the British? — Hard to say, but | suspect that a home was built by the Indians for 
the family of Lt. Johnston - He was “officially” a resident at Fort Niagara but came to Buffalo 
Creek whenever possible. 

e John (Jack) died young. We will meet him briefly later on when we discuss the death of 
Lt. Johnston in 1807 


1791 March 10-another early visitor to our parts named Patrick Campbell visits the Niagara 
Peninsula where he meets various people. William Johnston is one of them. 


1791 Jun. 23 to Jul 1- Trip taken from Fort Niagara to Buffalo Creek to Kataragaras 
(Cattaraugus) to gather intelligence about the Indians and Americans - returned to Fort 
Niagara - obviously Fort Niagara was his “official” residence. 

1792 Was an interpreter (along with a Mr. Sheehan and Horatio Jones) at a council at Buffalo 
Creek between the Indians and the Americans 

1792 He is listed as a Captain in the Third Battalion of the Nassau Militia (Niagara 


Peninsula). Even though he lived at Fort Niagara and Buffalo Creek, as an interpreter he 
was still employed by the British so he kept his interests on both sides of the Niagara 
River. 
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1793 


1793 


1794 


1794 


July 


Went to Sandusky (Miami Rapids) to prepare for a meeting between the Western 
Indians and three Commissioners from the United States (Pickering, Lincoln, Randolph). 
The meeting did not take place. The instructions below are from the Simcoe papers. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO MR. SHEEHAN AND MR. JOHNSON, INDIAN 
INTERPRETERS AT THE APPROACHING TREATY AT SANDUSKY. 


It is His Excy. Colonel Simcoe’s Orders, that as Colonel Butler, Deputy Super- 
intendent, is prevented, owing to indisposition, from attending the Treaty at San- 
dusky, that you immediately give an exact account of the stores and rum belonging 
to the Indian Department which you brought from Niagara, and that you do not 
issue any one article without previously making application to Col. McKee, and 
receiving his sanction for so doing, in such a mode as he shall be pleased to approve. 
In all points whatsoever, you are to be guided and directed by Colonel McKee, 
who is invested as His Majesty’s Superintendent for Indian Affairs, with all such 
civil and military authority as may be necessary to fulfill the object of his important 
trust, and is solely responsible for the due execution of the same. 

The union of the Indian Nations being the great object of your being sent to 
Sandusky, I am directed to add that H. Excy the Lieut. Governor having the 
greatest reliance on your loyalty, duty, and prudence, makes no doubt, but that 
you will exert all your influence to encourage and cement the same, and to dispose 
the Indian Nations under your guidance, to adopt such measures as Col. McKee shall 
from time to time direct as necessary for their common benefit and preservation. 


By His Excellency’s Command 


E. B. LirrLenates. 
Messrs. Sheehan! and Johnson.* 


1Walter Butler Sheehan, interpreter, clerk,and storekeeper in the Indian Department, 
was a nephew of Lt. Colonel John Butler. He was for some time Sheriff of the district of Niagara. 


2William Johnston, an interpreter in the Indian Department at Niagara, was a son of Captain 
John Johnston, also for many years an officer in the same Department. “His mother was an Indian 
woman, and he was considered by the Indians as one of themselves. He resided among the 
Senecas at Buffalo Creek and was the first white settler at that place. He died there in 1807, 
aged about forty-seven. 


Dec 21 Granted lot 235 in Newark (Niagara-On-The Lake) after a petition for 
land together with his mother Elizabeth Johnston who got a lot next to him 


June Andrew Ellicott (brother of Joseph Ellicott) is working for the State of 
Pennsylvania. He is at Fort Franklin (ex Venango), Fort Le Boeuf and Presqu’ Isle (now 
Erie, PA) and is working on a land dispute. Also there, we have Gen. Chapin representing 
the US Government and various Pennsylvania officials; additionally, we have Lt. William 
Johnston, interpreting, representing British interests and, | am sure, Six Nations 
interests. In the land dispute, things are fairly warm and close to violence. Luckily, the 
violence is averted after a lot of work by the people involved. 


William Johnston was again commissioned as a Captain of Canadian Militia 
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Upper Canada Gazette — July 1794 


John Powell is a Lieut. Colonel and William Johnston is a Captain in the Militia 


1794 Oct 20 Letter from Pickering to Joseph Brant (famous Mohawk chief) about a 
meeting at Canandarque (Canandaigua, NY) where William Johnston was asked to leave 
as being a British spy (which was true) — From Simcoe papers 


1795 No date From “Modern Antiquities” 


“Four years later, in 1795, Capt. Daniel Dobbins journeyed from the "Genesee Country" to Presque 

Isle (Erie, PA), and at the mouth of Buffalo Creek he rested for a day with Winney and Black Joe, who 
were then partners in trade with the Indians. Captain Dobbins found the population of Winney's colony 
doubled, by the addition of Johnston, the British interpreter, and the Dutchman, Middaugh.” 


1795 August Living in Buffalo Creek, together with Winney and Black Joe 


Note: The British evacuated Ft. Niagara on August 11, 1796 because of Jay’s Treaty. Obviously, this date 
was known beforehand. Lt. Johnston, now an Interpreter for some time, was still based on Ft. Niagara 
that no longer was part of the British dominions. Therefore, somebody changed his base of operation to 
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Buffalo Creek (which was also no longer British). Lt. Johnston kept on being in the pay of the British 
government until Feb 1799 even though he was no longer based in territory under the control of the 
British. 


1797 Jan9 Lt. William Johnston asks the Upper Canada government for the 3,000 
acres due to him as the heir of Capt. John Johnston. He is asked to produce to the Land 
Board a certificate to prove his claim. He got the 3,000 acres. 


1797 July 13 Lt. William Johnston transfers (Quit Claim) the 3,000 acres that he has 
received as the heir of Capt. John Johnston to Samuel Street for FIVE SHILLINGS. At the 
same time, he appoints Samuel Street as his Attorney. The lands transferred are at: 


To lie over for Specifications. 12 — 4 Con"— 200; 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12 —-5 Con" — 1200; 1. 2. 3. 7. 
8. 9—6 Con" — 600; 13. 14—X Con" 200 Willoughby [Total] 1,500; 15 & 20 Gore in Willoughby 
100; 17. 18. 19 39 Con" 14. 16. 18. 19 — 4 Con" Oxford on Thames — 1,400 [Total] 3,000” Read 
in the Executive Council on 7 Jul 1798. Ordered transfer permitted. 


[Upper Canada Land Petitions LAC “S” Bundle 4, Petition Number 16z] 


Three thousand acres for five Shillings!!! What a deal for Samuel Street!! 


Obviously, that is not correct. Lt. Johnston, his half-brother Capt. John Powell, living across the Niagara 
River in Bertie (Fort Erie), and Samuel Street, well known big-time speculator in the Niagara Peninsula, 
knew each other well. They worked with each other in at least two business schemes. One of these 
schemes (“The Niagara Company”) involved the three guys, Col. John Butler, famous leader of Butler’s 
Rangers, and a few other people. It involved dubious land transactions with the Indians but the local 
British authorities got wind of it and disapproved of it so nothing came of it. 


What our Lieutenant/Interpreter got for his 3,000 acres is unknown but | am sure some serious money 
changed hands. 


Before we discuss the relationship between Lt. William and the Holland Land Company that started in 
1797, we have some minor trivia about the Johnston-Powell family in Bertie (Fort Erie): 


e As anex-employee of the Indian Department, Capt. John Powell also applied for the 3,000 acres 
of land due him. He received the land which was scattered in lots in the Bertie area. Little by 
little these lots were sold by him or his family members to others. 

e Capt. Powell’s main residence was on the Niagara River near Frenchman’s Creek. He lived there 
with his wife Jane Moore and their kids and died there sometime before 1806. The reputation of 
the captain was impeccable- there are several records of him helping white prisoners to avoid 
running an “Indian gauntlet” and similar situations. 

e His brother Joseph Powell never married but lived with family members and died in Bertie after 
1795 
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From a 1791 map of Bertie Township we see the 
lots: 


1797 


1797 


A particular piece of land owned by the 
Johnston—Powell family consisted of three lots 
each of about 100 to 200 acres on the Niagara 
River across Beaver Island beach in Grand 
Island. The lots, next to each other, were 
owned by Joseph Powell, Capt. John Powell 
and Lt. William Johnston. The homestead of 
Capt. John Powell was located here. It is 
doubtful that Lt. William Johnston ever lived in 
his lot because, when attending to his Canadian 
Militia duties, he most likely stayed with Capt. 
John Powell’s family. 


This year is a very important year for Buffalo Creek because, as related previously, the 
Iroquois sold to the Holland Land Company the whole of Western New York and various 
Reservations were roughly established. Detailed surveys of these Reservations came 
later. Our interest presently is to find out if Lt. Johnston had any input on the treaty and 
what effect the treaty had for him. Since Lt. Johnston, as we have seen, was extremely 
well connected with the Indians at Buffalo Creek, we would expect that he would have 
some input even though he was not one of the main people in the formal discussions 
leading to the treaty. 


Treaty of Big Tree (Geneseo, NY) 

Not surprising, Lt. Johnston (an official Interpreter) was present during the negotiations. 
Johnston, like many others, did not mind some bribery as is shown below. 

From the Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society Vol 28 starting at page 192: 


“Here the usual accounts of the Big Tree Treaty end but unhappily this, like most other 
treaties with the Indians, has an unsavoury side which originally was concealed as far as 
possible and has rarely been spoken of since. From the time when Indians were 
recognized as independent nations who possessed rights in the lands they occupied, the 
Indian status was anomalous. Their ownership was something different from the 
ownership of Spaniards and Canadians over the border. The morality of the day, not so 
different after all from that of our own, countenanced universally measures for the 
purchase of such ownership at prices far below its true value. No one thought of paying 
the Indian the full worth of his lands. No commissioner, appointed by the President to 
see justice done at the treaties, felt fora moment that it was his duty to warn the 
Indians that they were being unfairly treated. He did not indeed believe that they were. 
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Nor did Government at the time. When in 1786 New York was granted the jurisdiction 
over the Genesee and Massachusetts received the title to the lands, the latter state felt 
that it had made a notable financial gain. It proceeded to resell the lands at so nearly 
their market value at the time that the purchase could be profitable only in case the 
Indian title were bought at a mere fraction of the price on the open market. The public 
would not have scorned Morris for the pittance he gave the Senecas at Big Tree, rather it 
would have praised him for his generosity. 

But there were intelligent men among the Indians at the time. These men knew the 
prices at which wild lands about them were selling and they knew also that in general 
the power of the federal government would protect them in the occupancy of their lands 
as long as they wished to remain. These were the men who led the opposition to the sale 
at nominal prices and it was inevitable that bribery should have been systematically used 
to overcome their opposition. Indeed, there was no other way out of the dilemma in 
which the preemption holder found himself. If he were not to go bankrupt, he had to buy 
the lands from the Indians for a song, and he had to accomplish this by winning over in 
whatever way he could those intelligent enough to oppose the sale. The fault lay 
primarily in the system though no modern writer can hold the individuals guiltless. 

In his letter to his principals announcing the happy termination of the treaty Cazenove 
remarked that “Such complete success is due chiefly to the pains taken to interest the 
chiefs and those interpreters who were known to have a great influence with the 
Indians.” “Mr. Thomas Morris”, he added, “had conditioned a gratification of $4000 to 
be divided between the three interpreters, Johnston, Jones and Parish, but your agents 
perceiving that it was necessary to animate them further—promised an extraordinary 
gratification on the part of the Holland Company of $1000 to each of the three above 
named interpreters and one of 52000 to Captain Chapin, agent of the federal 
government to the Six Nations, gratifications which were not to be paid if the Indians 
reserved to themselves more than 200 M (Thousands) acres. This stimulus had a great 
effect, and as Mr. Chapin and the interpreters could be for a long time useful to the 
Holland Company in these quarters it was one reason the more for Messrs. Bayard, 
Lincklaen and Boon to conciliate the attachment of their influence. 

This tells the story partially. The accounts as settled afterward complete it.’ Chapin for 
his work received $5000, the interpreters $2000 each with the exception of Parish who 
had $2500, a similar sum was distributed among the chiefs in cash on the spot and 
annuities promised to five of them of $550. Red Jacket and Cornplanter were easily the 
greatest gainers among the Indians in this transaction. They seem to have appreciated 
from the beginning the advantageous position they held to benefit themselves and to 
have determined to use it to the best advantage. During the long discussions which 
terminated in the selection of lands for the reservations, Red Jacket held out tenaciously 
for a tract of nearly a million acres on the Buffalo and Tonawanda Creeks, yielding only 
when support enough from the other Indians had been secured by Morris to reduce this 
amount. Before giving way however he made a good bargain for himself, securing S600 
in cash, six times the amount given to the other sachem, and in addition an annuity of 
$100 for life. Cornplanter on his part exacted for his compliance a cash payment of $300 
and an annuity of $250 which should be passed on after his death to his direct heirs. Red 
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Jacket and Cornplanter might have urged on their own accounts that they were but 
playing the game a bit more cleverly than their brothers. The latter lost nothing by their 
winnings. 


1) HCoP (Holland Land Company papers in the possession of Van Eeghen & Company, 
Amsterdam, Holland), Box O, No. 4.” 


So, Lt. Johnston received $ 2,000 — big money for those days. So, with other assets 


that he had or received later, he certainly was not a poor man but had all he needed 
and then some. 


1798 As the Holland Land Company started work on the Great Survey, Lt. Johnston was very 
well aware of what was going on and, as we will find out in the record below, he even 
went to Philadelphia to discuss the situation with Theophile Cazenove. 


The Buffalo Creek Indians had given Lt. Johnston two square miles of land for his and his 
family use. Because of his work there and his family relationship to Farmer’s Brother, he 
definitely was one of their big leaders and they considered him as one of their own. 


The land they had given him was at the mouth of Buffalo Creek and Joseph Ellicott 
considered it “the favorite spot” since it provided the access point to Lake Erie without 
going through the Reservation. When the Indians signed the Treaty of Big Tree, 
theoretically the Johnson land did no longer belonged to him but Joseph Ellicott knew 
that he could not just evict Lt. Johnston from the land so he worked very hard as we 
shall see below to make sure that 1) the Buffalo Creek Reservation did not extend to the 
mouth of the Buffalo Creek and that 2) the land that belonged to Lt. Johnston also was 
not in the way. Details are in the record below. 


September 25- letter from Joseph Ellicott to Theophile Cazenove dated Buffalo Creek 


“..--Here | beg leave to mention | have felt much anxiety as | have always considered this place one of the 
Keys to the Companies lands, which if included in this Reservation would be very detrimental to the 
Company as they would be deprived of every place near the East end of Lake Erie where convenient 
Stores or landings of any kind could be made, but off from the River below the outlet, by the York 
reservation and of which the Native right has not been extinguished appeared to me to make it 
indispensably necessary that some Bargain should be effected with Captain Johnston to give to the 
Company the free uninterrupted communication with the East end of Lake Erie at this place. During the 
Summer | held many desultory conversations with Captain Johnston on this subject; and he always 
appeared anxious to come on some terms; but always appeared to me he was rather too extravagant in 
respect to the quantity of Land at the favorite Spot. You will recollect when Captain Johnston was in 
Philadelphia last winter, he informed you he was preparing to erect a Sawmill on the Indian land from 
which the Indians were to receive such parts of the Boards they might want for the erecting their houses 
&c. On my arrival here finding from the local situation of that place that if the Indian reservation should 
be extended so far to the North as to embrace it, it would greatly injure the communication to the mouth 
of this Creek the favorite spot and deprive the company of many advantages that would naturally arise 
by having it left out; but this was only to be effected one way, the Indians being determined without they 
could obtain proper security of having plank from that place whenever they might want them for the 
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purposes before mentioned to retain it. Knowing the many inconveniences that attends any of co- 
partnership with the Indians | carefully avoided bringing the Holland Company in as co-partners. 

And, therefore made Captain Johnston the following proposition Vizt: 

That as the Indians intended to reserve the country including the place where he was erecting the Mill 
unless they could be assured of receiving plank when they might want them. | agreed that if he would 
enter into sucha contract with the Indians that would prevent them from including that place and the 
land adjoining and also prevail on them to leave out of their reservation his two square Miles at the 
Mouth of Buffalo Creek on the North side as also the land on the south side and use his influence to have 
as much land left out adjoining the favorite Spot as he could, he should have one square mile of 

Land, the one half to include the mill place and the other half to include a Hemlock and Pine Swamp in 
the Neighbourhood of the Mill place about 6 or 7 miles from Buffalo Creek. Also 44 acres being part of 
the two Square Miles given him by the Indians, together with one half of an Acre to include each of 

his buildings. 40 of the 44 acres is to include his Eastern most building and for quantity to extend 
Eastward. This tract is so situated as not materially to injure the most valuable building place. The 4 
acres to be laid out ona place we call the point for Meadow. When it is considered that he retains only 
45 acres of the desired spot given him by the Indians of the two square Mile so Circumstanced as he hold 
it, and taking into mature consideration the services by him rendered in enabling me to keep out of 
the reservation those particular places and taking also into consideration the intranced value of the 
adjoining lotts and lands occasioned by his improvements which at the least will increase Lotts at this 
place 2 or 3 hundred $ rent more than they otherwise would have brought. | say taking every 
circumstance into view it is my opinion that he ought to have those lands at as low a rate as the 
company could well afford, but as | conceive this business of a delicate nature with me, we have 
concluded that the price may be fixed on my return to Philadelphia this Winter. ------ ‘a 


Two pieces of the various pieces of land that Lt. Johnston received (at no cost to our settler — also some 
“gratuities” may have occurred) are shown in the Holland Land Company map below — the Johnston 
lands are outlined in red: 
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Besides the lots shown above (Outer Lot 85 and Outer Lot 93), he also got two small lots nearby (Inner 
Lot 3 and Inner lot 32) plus some 300+ acres in Township 11 Range 8 Lots 63, 64 and 65 where a saw mill 
was established. 


The lands he received were all duly registered in the Holland Land Company books and Lt. Johnston 
became the official owner of these lots. 


1799 May 26 William Johnston resigned as an Interpreter because of low pay 
From Correspondence of Peter Russell vol 3 


FROM PETER RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 


No. 62. 
UPPER CANADA YORK 
26th May 1799— 
My Lord Duke, 


As the appointment of Superintendant of Indian Affairs for the 
Niagara District may become vacant, should the present Superin- 
tendant succeed to that of Deputy Superintendant General in Conse- 
quence of the Governor General’s Recommendation; I have the 
Honor in Obedience to my Instructions, of laying before your Grace 
the names of three Persons, living in this Province who are in my 
humble Opinion the best qualified of any I know in it to fill that Of- 
fice—Vizt. Mr. Henry Johnston,’ formerly an Interpreter for the 
same District, who retired at his own Request on Account of the 
smallness of the Income, which he judged inadequate to his Support 
—This Person served formerly with Credit as an Officer in the Pro- 
vincial Corps, attached to the Indian Department, is much beloved by 
the Natives, having lived among them from his Infancy & speaking 
their language perfectly, and was frequently of service by these 
means to Lt. Governor Simcoe, to whom I beg leave to refer your 
Grace for Information respecting him. 


Lieutenant James Givens, the present Agent for Indians resort- 
ing to York—He speaks the Mississague language fluently, and 
understands some thing of the Mohawk; is an officer of understand- 
ing and Merit;—and has I believe been already recommended by his 
friends in England to your Grace or Mr. Dundas. 


‘Probably an error, as no doubt William Johnston was the person in view. 


| find the above document quite interesting. It has been about two years since Fort Niagara has been 
evacuated by the British, Lt. Johnston has been living in Buffalo Creek all this time, Joseph Ellicott is 
finishing up the primary work of the Great Survey and here we have Peter Russell (Administrator of 
Upper Canada at this time) thinking about offering Lt. Johnston a position in the Upper Canada 
Government. It is true that Lt. Johnston was a property owner in the Niagara Peninsula and that he was 
probably still a captain in the Canadian militia but apparently Mr. Russell thought that his residency at 
Buffalo Creek was just a temporary thing that was going to be remedied very soon. 

Additionally at this time Lt. Johnston was still being paid by the British government as an Interpreter. 
Whether his stipend for this work was a base pay or he was paid by the “gig” or a combination of both, 
the pay probably was not much since at this time there was little or no opportunity to do interpreter 
work in Buffalo Creek and environs. Lt. Johnston did the right thing and quit. 


Note: Peter Russell became the Administrator of Upper Canada when Lt. Governor Simcoe went to 
England. Mr. Russell expected Simcoe to return but he never did. When a new Lt. Governor of Upper 
Canada was appointed, it was not Mr. Russell. 


1799 to 1807 Lt. Johnston lived in Buffalo Creek during this time. We are not going to say much about 
this period but we will encounter the Lieutenant here and there as we discuss the other 
early settlers of Buffalo Creek. From 1800 on, Ellicott started selling the Holland Land 
Company lands so that, by the time Lt. Johnston died at Buffalo Creek (named later on 


34 


just Buffaloe or Buffalo and finally City of Buffalo), the inhabitants of the place had 
grown to a few hundreds. 


1800 In this year, the US Government ran the second Federal Census. In the first Census, 
Western New York was “Indian Country” and no census was taken in our area. In the 
1800 Census (our area was part of the Town of Northampton in the County of Ontario), 
what did the census taker — Mr. William Stuart from Canandaigua- find in the household 
of Lt. William Johnston? Here is the data: 


e One male between the ages of 10 and sixteen-born between 1784 and 1790. Most likely John 
(Jack) Johnston 

e One male between the ages of 16 and 26-born between 1774 and 1790. Who was he? 

e Two males between the ages of 26 and 45-born between 1755 and 1774. Most likely William 
Johnston and ???. 

e One male above the age of 45- born before 1755. Who was he? 

e Nowomen 

e Noslaves 


There are three males in the household that we have no records of — Most likely employees of the 
Holland Land Company - better than sleeping in tents. 

No women - Lt. Johnston’s wife was a Seneca - Indians were not recorded. 

No slaves — The Lieutenant used to have servants (i.e. slaves) - not at this time 


1807 Death of Lt. William Johnston 


From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


Reminiscences of David Mather of Lockport who was a neighbor of Lt. Johnston at this time but then 
moved to Lockport, NY. 


“William Johnston died in 1807, aged 65 years (He was 47 years old). He was a good neighbor, a man of 
a good deal of intelligence; was much respected by the Indians. | was with him a good deal during his 
last illness, and from what escaped him then, | judged that he had been familiar with some of the most 
barbarous scenes of the border wars.” 


From the words of Mr. David Mather, is seems that Lt. Johnston had some serious health problems. 
What he died of is unknown. 

Also, from: Buffalo Cemeteries by William Hodge-1879 

It is understood that Capt. Johnston was buried in his own cemetery in 1807. The first tenant was an 
infant son of the Captain; and burials did not cease there till several years after the establishment of a 


village burial place on lots 108, 109, 111, 112, since called Franklin Square, where now stands the 
massive city and county building. 
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Also, from: Pioneer Surveyors of WNY- reminiscences of Joseph Landon 


In 1806 | moved with my family to Buffalo, and purchased the Mansion House property. A man by the 
name of John Crow kept the tavern there. Capt. Samuel Pratt’s house was on the corner of Main and 
Exchange Streets. He was a merchant and his store was on Exchange Street near, adjoining his house. 
Mr. Louis LeCouteulx lived opposite; he kept an apothecary shop all in the same house. Sylvanus Mabee 
was a merchant; he had his store in Exchange Street. 

His dwelling was on the corner of Main and West Seneca streets. Jack Johnson was a clerk for Mr. 
Mabee, (no, he was a clerk for Samuel Pratt) and lived on the corner of Exchange and Washington. His 
father, Capt. Johnson, lived with him. A man by the name of Palmer lived in Washington Street near 
Mr. Johnson. 


And, finally, what happened to his wife and son after the Lieutenant passed away? 


Of John (Jack) we know quite a bit. As we related before, he was educated by the New York Missionary 
Society in 1801-1802 and maybe longer. After that, he is reported to have attended Yale University. By 
1807, the year his father died, he would have been twenty or twenty-one years old. Therefore, it was 
highly likely for him not to graduate in order to come back to take care of the family businesses. 


On Dec 21,1808 he took a mortgage to Jasper Parrish (in the name of the Cayuga Nation) on part of lot 
093 so he was still alive then. The mortgage was for S$ 769.50 so he probably needed the money. 


He married Ruth Barker during this time. She was the daughter of the future Judge Zenas Barker. 


He died of unknown causes in the next couple of years because Ruth sold the remainder of lot 093 to 
her father in August 1811. She then remarried to a Mr. Elisha Foster late in 1811. 


From: The Cradle of the Queen City by R. W. Bingham — Vol. 31 of Buffalo Historical 
Society Reports, 1931 


Note: | do not believe that Jack completed his education at Yale 


“Captain William's son John, or Jack Johnston as he was known in the village, inherited his father's 
property. He is said to have been a "man of fine acquirements and address." 

Upon his return from Yale College where he completed his education in 1808 or the following year, he 
obtained a position in Captain Pratt's store and married the daughter of Judge Barker. John Johnston 
died a few years later leaving no children and willed all of his property to his wife, Ruth. The real estate, 
however, had been mortgaged to Jasper Parrish as agent and trustee of the Cayuga nation. In 1811, this 
mortgage was foreclosed and the property advertised and sold.” 


And for the wife of Lt. William Johnston, what do we know? 


| could not find any records of her after the death of her husband. Most likely she went back to live with 
the other Senecas and what happened to her later on is unknown. 
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Cornelius Winney (or Winny) 


Col. Proctor as a representative of the US Government came to Buffalo Creek in 1791 on a mission to the 
Western Indians. He spent about a month there trying to get permission from the British authorities 
then in command. He never got the permission so his mission was a failure. While at Buffalo Creek, the 
only two white people he met there (beside various military from Fort Niagara) were Captain John 
Powell who came over from Fort Erie and one Cornelius Winney who was there trading with the 

Indians. 


We know the history of Capt. John Powell already, but who was Cornelius Winney? 


Various early books about the history of our area describe him as a Dutch trader that somehow got to 
Buffalo Creek. 


He was more than that. He was an American Loyalist whose history we are going to explore. 


Note: Cornelius, on a couple of documents that he personally signed, said his last name was Winny. In 
other documents, official or unofficial, he is named Winny, Winne and Winney. The majority of the 
documents seem to prefer Winney, so we will go with the name Winney. 


He was born about 1761 somewhere near Fishkill, NY. — When Col. Proctor met him in 1791, Cornelius 
told the Colonel that he was from Fish Kills. The best description of what he did comes from a request 
for land in Upper Canada done in June 1796 that went like this: 


“To His Honor Peter Campbell Esq. Administering the Government of Upper Canada v. v. in Council 
The Petition of Cornelius Winny 
Humbly Showeth 


That your petitioner forsook his friends, his family and his home at the age of eighteen years and joined 
the Royal Standard at this place in the year 1779 your petitioner then enlisted in Butler’s Rangers, and 
served as a non-commissioned officer until the peace, during the war your petitioner was sent around 
the lake by land with Gen. McLean’s dispatches to the Commander in Chief (Gen. McLean was 
commander of Fort Niagara from Oct 1782 to Oct 1783) and in the year 1785 was again sent down by 
Major Campbell then commanding at this Post (Fort Niagara), in the year 1794 being about to remove 
from Buffaloe Creek to this side of the water, was designed by Major Littlehales (Military secretary to Lt. 
Gov. Simcoe) to remain where | was in order to gain information and to keep the Indians firm in their 


attachment to the British as Governor Simcoe had reason to apprehend an invasion of the British 
territory by Gen. Wayne. 


This request your petitioner as a loyal subject readily complied with and in consequence continued 
trading with the Indians until now, and shall long before have removed hither, but being obliged to give 
great credit among the Indians it takes much time to collect. & was your petitioner to remove from 
amongst them would not be able to collect one tenth part of his outstanding debts, this would much 
injure your petitioner in his circumstances. And is the sole confirm of his remaining at Buffaloe Creek at 
present, but hopes ina little while to remove over, with considerable property and to farm with spirit. 


38 


The above is a true narrative as the situation of your petitioner, who humbly prays that the situation of 
your petitioner may be taken into consideration and that a grant of Twelve Hundred acres may be 
assigned him, or such other quantity as to your Honor may appear meet. And your petitioner 


While as in duty born. Even pray 
C Winny 


The above-named petitioner Cornelius Winney served in Butler’s Rangers, the late American War, was 
much respected by his officers as a non-commissioned officer being zealous, active and brave and ever 
behaved as a good soldier. 
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The Abbreviated Chronology for Cornelius Winney is: 
1761 About Cornelius is born at or near Fishkill, NY 


1779 He is at Fort Niagara where he joined Butler’s Rangers and joined the “Royal Standard”. 
He is 18 years old. 
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1782 May 12 Cornelius was a Corporal in Butler’s Rangers because there is a reference to him 
in the Haldimand Papers. At the time, he was a scout for the Rangers and he was at Nanticoke, NY which 
is about 50 miles south of present-day Syracuse. Obviously, he was scouting for enemies or Loyalist 
friends. As a Corporal, he did not get to write many reports. The record below is the only reference to 
Cornelius in the Haldimand Papers. 


The record goes like this: 


“Corporal Winny of the Corps of Rangers writes from Nanticoke May the 3rd 1782, says he left the 
frontiers on the 23rd April, that the rebels were at that time busy in raising 300 of their militia, who were 
to be mustered the 1st of May -- 150 of which were to range on the Blue Mountains, and the remainder 
to range from Momback's to Pochketoghkin; that 300 men were to be mustered on the 10th of May and 
sent immediately to the Mohawk River; that the rebels expect an Army of the King's troops by the way of 
Lake George. He further says that two Rangers (who were taken prisoners last fall) with another man 
joined his party on the frontiers, besides four recruits, eleven women children and two Indians.” 


Note: Below is a short history of Butler’s Rangers 


Sir Guy Carleton, September 15, 1777, furnished John Butler with "beating orders for the enlistment of 
eight companies, each composed of a captain, a lieutenant, three sergeants, three corporals, and fifty 
privates." 

Two of these companies were to be formed of "people speaking the Indian language, and acquainted 
with their customs and manner of making war," and were to receive four shillings, New York currency, a 
day. 

The remaining companies, "to be composed of people well acquainted with the woods, in consideration 
of the fatigues they were liable to undergo " were to receive two shillings a day. The whole was required 
to clothe and arm themselves entirely at their own expense. This was considered extremely high pay, 
and it was subsequently estimated by General Haldimand that these eight companies of rangers cost the 
government as much as twenty companies of regular infantry. 

By the middle of December (1777) the first company of rangers was completed, and Butler expected to 
form two more upon the return of his recruiting officers. Many of his best recruits were drawn from 
the east branch of the Susquehanna, where all persons suspected of loyalist leanings were keenly 
persecuted. A return of the corps in the spring of 1784 showed a strength of 469 men, 111 women, and 
259 children. The regiment was finally disbanded in June, 1784. John Butler was born at New London, 
Conn., in 1725, and educated at the same place. After the war Colonel Butler, with nearly all his men, 
settled in Upper Canada, now the province of Ontario. He died in 1796. 


1782 May2 At Niagara- from a pay list at that time 
EXTRACTS FROM THE PROVINCIAL CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 
Niagara 
24 June 1782 


2 May 1782: To cash paid Lieutenant Turney of the Corps of 
Rangers for his expenses 
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when sent from Canada to 
this post £17.8 Halifax 
LO Tina cittey (peer artenonetreree ere tetera wu... 8.5.10 Sterling 


16 June 1782: To ditto paid Sergeant Vrooman of said Corps 
being expenses for 
provisions &c for his 
party when on the 
frontiers for Intelligence 
£20.20! NYC ssccoserccsasarisvetsaraevienateaneseceeeel LAOS? Sterling: 


To ditto Corporal Shaver ditto £11. 0.0 


To ditto Corporal Sherwood 4.8.0 
£31 320 sisscssencsnenaneannasnntaisieni(el Osos) SUNS 


British Library. Sloane and Additional Manuscripts, Add MSS 21762, Letters from Officers 
Commanding at Niagara, 1782: National Archives of Canada, Haldimand Collection, microfilm 
reel number A-681 


1784 June  Asnoted before, Butler’s Rangers were disbanded at this time since the Revolutionary 
War ended. All the Butler Rangers located to the Niagara Peninsula where they became a big part of the 
peopling of Upper Canada. To help these new settlers, the British Government supplied daily rations for 
the Rangers and their families for about two or three years. Cornelius took advantage of this policy. 


What he did during this time is unknown but, besides being fed by the Government, he probably did 
some odd jobs when they became available. 


1785 = Sept 13 


Cornelius Winney is a witness in a sale of land from Henry Diel to Capt. Robert Lottridge in the town of 
Newark. The paper is part of a petition of the sons of Capt. Lottridge done in 1796 with the above sale in 
1785 entered as evidence of sale. 


1787 = Sept 17 


In the Return of Disbanded Troops and Loyalists settled in No 1 Township of Niagara prepared by Robert 
Hamilton, Superintendent of the Western District on 17 Sep 1787, Cornelius Winny was listed singly as a 
head of household. No dependents. 
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LIST OF DISBANDED TROOPS AND LOYALISTS AT NIAGARA 


Niagara 
17 September 1787 


Return of Disbanded Troops and Loyalists Settled in No 1 Township, District of Niagara, September 2217th 1787. 


Acres of Winter 


Grain, of Land 
Heads of Families Sown, 1786 


Bushels 


Female 


1787 As anexample of what Cornelius did during these years, | found a reference to him in an account 
of Township Number 1 (it refers to Niagara-on-the-Lake). He apparently was a partner with a Mr. Coon- 
another veteran of Butler’s Rangers - in transporting supplies and similar items. 


Prsiic Accounts—District or Nassav. 
Townsuip No. 1. 


1787. To Surveyor General’s Department, Dr. 


Benjamin Bealy 1 \ month 50/ 
Nathaniel Oldfield 1 month 60/.......... 

Robert Conklin 16 days 4/ ........+-+-+++5 

A pack Horse 74 days 2/......-.+--0+eeeeeee 
William McIntire 49 days 3/ ......----.++-++++ 
John Steenwax, $5 days, 2/1......... eee eee eee 
John Claus, 74 days, Wciscesexdsaraeserecues 
Benjamin McAffee, 25 days, 2/5 
Peter Hare, Jun., 24 days, 4/ 
Samuel Wheeler, 10 days, 2/ 
Ebenezer Jones, 49 days, 3/......-.-+---++eeeeeees 
William Allen, 68 days, 3..........--++ esse eeeee 
Proportion of a Tent........-+-sseeeeeseeeee eer eer es 
Proportion of Survey in 1786 


_ 
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1788, 1789 or 1790 Cornelius moved to Buffalo Creek. Apparently, he sensed a business opportunity 
to move across the Niagara River and trade with the Indians there. Additionally, he most likely knew 

Lt. William Johnston or Capt. John Powell who, as we have learned, were active on both sides of the 
river. When he actually moved to Buffalo Creek is unknown. 
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From: History of the City of Buffalo and Erie County (Vol 1 and 2) by H. Perry Smith, 1884 


“About this time, certainly before 1791, and probably in 1789, the first white man took up his permanent 
residence in Erie County. This was Cornelius Winne, or Winney, a Hudson River Dutchman, who 
established a little log store for trading with the Indians on the site of Buffalo, at the foot of the hill which 
old residents still remember as existing at the Mansion House. This was four miles from the main Seneca 
village, but there were scattered huts all the way down the creek from that village to Farmer's Point, 
where Farmer's-Brother lived. Captain Powell had an interest in Winney's store.” 


1791 April Cornelius was at Buffalo Creek because Col. Proctor finds him there. 
Some excerpts from the diary of Col. Proctor during his stay at Buffalo Creek: 


“April 30th. 

No business this day, but private counseling among themselves. In the evening, Captain Powell invited 
me to go with him toa store about four miles distant, in which he was interested, and his partner who 
kept it, a Mr. Cornelius Winney, of Fish Kills. 


May 15 

And that, were | disposed to leave them in that manner, | should not have sold my horse yesterday to 
their trader, Mr. Vinney; and the sole reason of my having sold him, was, that we could not take a horse 
by water to Sandusky; for, when there, we should have the utmost occasion for them, having to 

travel a long distance on foot. 


May 21 
Settled with Mr. Cornelius Vinney, for liquors, &c., had for the Indians occasionally, £26. 5s., deducting 
32 dollars for a horse sold to him, bought of Mr. Maxwell, at Tioga.” 


1792 From Turner’s Phelps & Gorham Purchase and Morris Reserve 


“John H. Jones, is now living at the age of 80 years, his mind but little impaired, and with the exception of 
rheumatism, a physical constitution but little broken. In 1792, he was engaged in the Indian trade at the 
mouth of Genesee River, upon the Allegany River, and Cattaraugus Creek. He speaks familiarly of being 
at Buffalo, when the only white inhabitant was Winney, a Butler Ranger, and the only resident on all the 
south shore of Lake Erie, west of Buffalo, other than Indians, was " Black Joe," a fugitive slave, at the 
mouth of Cattaraugus creek.” 


John H. Jones was a brother of Horatio Jones (famous interpreter). The two brothers had a farm in 
Phelps, NY, a town not located in the Holland Purchase. 


1792 August 22 Cornelius, Loyalist and obviously well connected with the Upper Canada 
authorities, at the same time is talking with the American representatives even though the evacuation of 
Fort Niagara is four years away. Here is a letter he sent to Gen. Israel Chapin, American Indian Agent for 
the Western part of New York State- the general is based in Canandaigua: 
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“Buffalo Creek, 23d Aug., 1792. 


| inform Gen. Chapin that about seventy-nine of the Canadian Indians is gone to Detroit. They seem to be 
for warr, and a number of Indians to go up. | further inform you that the Indians of this place are to go up 
in the first King's vessel that comes down. Prince Edward is arrived at Fort Niagara. Should | hear 
anything worthwhile to write, | shall let you know. C. Winney." 


1794 = July 28. Cornelius Winney was quite active on both sides of the Niagara River because 
we find from an extract of the Upper Canada Gazette that he has received a commission as a Lieutenant 
in the County Militia. And from the same extract we find Captain John Powell as a Lieut. Colonel and 
Lt. William Johnston as a Captain. 


1796 June 10 Cornelius petitioned for land in Upper Canada twice. The second one we already 
discussed at the beginning of the chapter. The first one said very little about his activities as shown 
below: 


“To His Excellency John Graves Simcoe Esquire, Lieutenant Governor and Major General commanding His 
Majesty’s Forces in the Province of Upper Canada, &c &c &c. in Council. 


The Petition of Cornelius Winny, Humbly Showeth — 


That your Petitioner has served during the American War as a Non-Commissioned officer in the Corps of 
Rangers, and during the peace has been in business as a Merchant. 


That your Petitioner having as yet received no lands from the Crown prays for such allowances as it may 
be Your Excellency’s to grant and your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray &c. 


Corn: Winny 
Niagara 10" June 1796” 
The Land Board rejected his petition since he did not live in Upper Canada- he was at Buffalo Creek 


We can hardly blame to Land Board for rejecting his petition since he was not living in Upper Canada but 
was in Buffalo Creek which was going to become American territory any day now with the evacuation of 
Fort Niagara. Fort Niagara was evacuated on August 11. 


1796 The surveying party led by Gen. Moses Cleaveland is in Buffalo Creek before heading to the 
Western Reserve in the Ohio Valley. While at Buffalo Creek the various surveyors in the party got to 
know Cornelius. 


One of the surveyors (John Milton Holley) has this to say about Cornelius on June 19: 


“Sunday, 19th June-Left Buffalo in Winnie’s boat, for Chippewa, had a fair wind down, and arrived 
about one o’clock, at Chippewa, dined at Fang’s found our goods were not at the Gore, in Chippewa, and 
was obliged to go to Queenstown after them, and as | could not get a horse was obliged to walk. | got to 
Queenstown before night and lodged at Col. Ingersoll’s, next morning set out for Buffalo.” 


As you can see from the above, Cornelius had a boat that he used to go from Buffalo Creek to Chippewa 
and back. Chippewa is only a couple of miles from the Falls and a little more than a mile from the rapids 
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before the Falls, but apparently, he was used to go back to Buffalo with his boat against the swift 
Niagara River current. That is easier said than done. 


1797 = March17 Cornelius started his second Petition for land. This time the Land Board, with 
additional information about his activities, approved his petition but for 600 acres not 1200 as 


requested. 


Land grant approved for 600 acres: recorded in Land Book B page 265 on 26 March 1797 
It does say that he will receive the land when he becomes a resident of Upper Canada. 
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1797 From the papers of Jasper Parrish 


William Johnston and Cornelius Winney were witnesses to a document granting land to Mary Jameson 
(the famous “White Woman of the Genesee”) as per attached document below: 
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1798 June 27 Cornelius left Buffalo Creek for Upper Canada. See below: 


From: The History of the City of Buffalo and Erie County by H Perry Smith - 1884 


“Winney is said to have left the locality soon after 1798. Mr. Ketchum expressed the opinion in his work, 
" Buffalo and the Senecas," that Winney left in 1798, "as Mr. Eggleston, one of the surveyors of Mr. 
Ellicott, writes to him at Schlosser, from Buffalo Creek, that he (Ellicott) had better bring some boards to 
make a mapping table, as there were none to be had in their new location, Mr. Winney having carried off 
those that were in the partition." This is probably correct.” 


Cornelius, | am sure, did receive his 600 acres in the Niagara Peninsula. | could not find where these 
acres were located but the sense | got of his life is that the likelihood that he was going to “farm with 
spirit” was not very great. As a best guess, he sold the acres and went on to other unknown pursuits. 


And most likely he died in the Niagara Peninsula at an unknown date. 
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Joseph Hodges (Black Joe) 


Because of a lack of original documents, this is going to be a very short exploration of the life of this 
early Buffalo Creek pioneer. 


Joseph Hodges (or Hodge) was a Black escaped slave or a “liberated” slave. 


My personal preference is that he was a “liberated” slave. During the Revolutionary War, the Six Nations 
tribes siding with the British together with Loyalists conducted many raids in New York State (mainly in 
the Mohawk Valley and surrounding communities) and, in the process, encountered Rebels who were 
also slave owners. 


The “liberated” slaves of these Rebels most of the time were given a choice of staying where they were 
or to strike out on their own or to join the Indians. Since remaining in the area meant they could go back 
to being a slave, the “no-brainer” solution was to join the Indians. 


The last name of our Buffalo Creek pioneer is most likely the last name of his white owner. 


How he got to the Buffalo Creek area is unknown but | suspect that he came when the Six Nations 
Indians came to Buffalo Creek in 1780 as we have seen in previous pages. Another possibility that he 
was among the Indian prisoners that were returned to the US government after the Fort Stanwix treaty 
in 1784 or slightly later; some historians of our area claim that he was one of these prisoners but that 
he chose to stay with the Indians. 


| was not able to find the list of the prisoners returned after that treaty - a list was made but who knows 
where it is. 


Be as it may, he was in our area in 1780 or 1785 and living with the Six Nations Indians living here. 


As we have seen, there were two major groups of Indians in our region — one was at Buffalo Creek and 
the other was at Cattaraugus. 


Chronology of Black Joe 


1792 Our first record that we find of Black Joe is in 1792 when Deacon Hinds Chamberlain visited our 
area. 


From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


“ Next day we went up the beach of the lake to mouth of Cattaraugus creek where we encamped; a wolf 
came down near our camp. We had seen many deer on our rout, during the day. The next morning we 
went up to Indian village; found “Black Joe's" house, but he was absent; he had however seen our tracks 
upon the beach of the lake, and hurried home to see what white people were traversing the wilderness. 
The Indians stared at us; Joe gave us a room where we should not be annoyed by Indian curiosity, and we 
stayed with him over night. All he had to spare us in the way of food was some dried venison. He had 
liquor, Indian goods, and bought furs. Joe treated us with so much civility, that we stayed with him till 
near noon. There was at least a hundred Indians and squaws, gathered to see us. Among the rest, there 
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was sitting in Joe's house, an old Squaw, and a young delicate looking white girl, with her, dressed like 
a Squaw. | endeavored to find out something about her history, but could not. | think she had lost the 
use of our language. She seemed not inclined to be noticed. With an Indian guide that Joe selected for 
us, we started upon the Indian trail for Presque Isle. Wayne was then fighting Indians. Our Indian guide 
often pointed to the west, saying, ' bad Indians there.'” 


At least two writers of the region’s history (H. Harry Smith and White) refer to this episode and both 
agree that, by the way Black Joe is referred to, that he was there for several years before the visit by 
Deacon Chamberlain. They also state the Joseph Hodge was in some sort of partnership with Cornelius 
Winney with Cornelius taking care of the small store in Buffalo Creek and Black Joe taking care of the 
one in Cattaraugus. And Captain Powell was also in the partnership. 


1795 From the Journal of Capt. Daniel Dobbins 


"Having been employed for several months surveying with Andrew Ellicott, in the Genesee valley, | 
concluded to push on further west to Presq'isle, the original place of my destination. Started afoot and 
alone, with my pack on my back, and rifle in hand, for Buffalo Creek; found but one family on my route; 
they were located some 25 or 30 miles west of Genesee River. | think the name was Janson. On my arrival 
at Buffalo Creek, found a loghouse tavern which was the only one there kept by aman named Winney, 
an Indian trader; he had a negro named Jo for a partner, and they both had squaw wives. They owned 
two trading posts; Jo had charge of the one at Cattaraugus, and was on a business visit to Winney. 
There were hordes of Indians round and in the house all night, which kept me from sleeping much.” 


Per the above, Black Joe was still at Cattaraugus and was just visiting Buffalo Creek to talk to his partner 
Cornelius Winney. 


1796 From the memoirs of Joseph Landon-Early visitor to Buffalo Creek who later on settled there. 
Apparently Black Joe was living in Buffalo Creek at this time. 


“A man by the name of Winnie [Winne] and old black Joe kept a little whisky shop on the margin of the 
Little Buffalo Creek in the rear of the Mansion House. These were all the inhabitants Buffalo contained at 
that time. It was a wilderness.” 


Old Black Joe? How old was he? 


1796 June 27 to July4 Black Joe is hired by Gen. Moses Cleaveland on his trip to the Western Reserve 
to survey it for the Connecticut Land Company. Joe is hired as an interpreter and a guide. He is with the 
party until the border with Pennsylvania is reached. 


1797 November7 — From the Journal of Surveyor Seth Pease on the second trip to the Western 
Reserve 


“Tuesday 7th November 1797 Bot of Joseph Hodges for the Connect Land Co— 26 1/2 W Beef at 1/ per 
lb. £1.6.6. paid him for the ferriages of 3 horses over Buffalo Creek 4/6. 
It began to snow this morning & continued most of the day” 


1797 November 14 _ Black Joe is at Buffalo Creek. From the Joseph Ellicott Reports (book 1) 
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“November 14 To Cash paid John Palmer at the mouth of Buffalo Creek for the hire of a Pack horse & 
Sundry other Expenses 24.10 


To Cash paid Joseph Hodges at the mouth of Buffalo Creek for ferriage &a 12.25” 
1800 The census of 1800. 


This is the first official Census in our area and it shows Joseph Hodge among the inhabitants. Here is the 
data: 


e Joseph Hodge. The family is described as “Two persons with the Category described as All other 


person, except Indians, not taxed” 


The description usually meant free slaves. No ages are given. In this case it most likely meant Joseph 
Hodges and a dependent; the wife being a Seneca is not recorded. The dependent was most likely a 
child. In other sources Joseph was reported to have a son who died during the War of 1812. 


1806 From the William Hodge papers in the Buffalo Historical Society Reports 


“Black Joe lived in a small log shanty, situated " on the flat” near Little Buffalo Creek, on the east side of 
Main street, near Middaugh's. The shanty was covered with bark. Joe kept a low - class groggery. He had 
a white woman for a wife (Mr. Ketchum says in his history of Buffalo, an Indian woman). He left the 


y\ 


place in 1807, for Malden, Canada (Mr. Ketchum says he "moved to Cattaraugus Creek”) 


Black Joe was at Buffalo Creek at this date. Joe had a Seneca wife, not a white woman. See below for 
where he moved to. 


1808 From the papers of Luis de Couteulx in the Buffalo Historical Society Reports 


Louis de Couteulx was an important settler of early Buffalo. However, he came later than 1800 with the 
other settlers buying land from the Holland Land Company so he is not part of this narrative. This is from 
a letter he wrote to Joseph Ellicott on March 18, 1808. At the end of the letter, he has the following: 


“N. B. Capt. Pratt & Joseph Landon have haul'd out of their garden spot Black Joes filthy house. E. Barker 
is the only person in the whole settlement who did not rejoice at the Event.” 


Obviously, by this date Black Joe was gone. Where did he go? 
The two possibilities are the Cattaraugus Reservation or Malden, Canada. 


Malden, Canada even at this date, was a refugee place for escaped Blacks. And the reservation was also 
a good choice since he had lived among the Senecas for decades. 


What happened to him after 1808 is unknown. 
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Martin Middaugh and Ezekiel Lane 


Even though the two persons above have different last names, | have put them together since Ezekiel 
Lane was the son-in-law of Martin Middaugh and their histories are tightly connected. 


Let’s start with Martin Middaugh. 


Abbreviated Chronology of Martin Middaugh 


1747 May 


Martin (Martinus) Middaugh was born in Machackemeck (now Port Jarvis, Orange 


County, NY); he was the son of Aert Middaugh and Ariaantje Van Etten. From the names it is obvious 
that he was a descendent of Dutch settlers - possibly he could speak Dutch. 


Martin (Martinus) was baptized by Johannes Freyenmoet who was a "conferentie" pastor- i.e. bound in 
traditions (now we would call them Conservatives) - studies have been done that show that members of 
the Reformed Dutch Church who supported the "conferentie" view mostly supported the King's cause- 
they were Loyalists 


1762 


1763 to 1767 


1784 


1788 


Martin (Martinus) is married to Elizabeth Kettle in Machackemeck. Martin is 15 years 
old. 


Martin and Elizabeth have three children in Machackemeck. 


Ariaantje is born in 1763, Jannetje (Jane) is born in 1765 and Alpina (Elpina) is born in 
1767 


About Jannetje (Jane) gets married to Ezekiel Lane at Machackemeck. She is 19 while 
Ezekiel is about 24. The Revolutionary War is over. As we will see later, Ezekiel has been a 
busy boy during this time. Obviously, they have not moved to Buffalo Creek as yet. 


Martin and his family (including Ezekiel Lane) are in the Lewiston, NY area where they are 
running a low-level tavern catering to the local Indians and to Loyalists who are leaving 
the United States and relocating to friendlier territory — the Niagara Peninsula. The 
building where they set up their tavern used to belong to the Mohawks that stayed here 
for a while before going to the Grand River area of the Niagara Peninsula. 


Before setting up their tavern, they reportedly spent some time at Fort Niagara. This 
would confirm their status as Loyalists because the British authorities would not allow 
people not in sympathy with the British beliefs to enter the Fort. Ezekiel Lane, definitely 
not a Loyalist as we shall see later, probably kept a low profile or did a bit of lying. 


From: The History of Niagara County” - 1878 


“The first permanent settlement in the town was made on the site of the village of 
Lewiston, about the beginning of the present century. Among those who were there in 
1800 were Frederick Woodman, William Gambol, — McBride, Thomas Hustler, Henry 
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1789 to 1791 


1792 


1792 to 1795 


Hough, Henry Mills, — Middaugh (in 1800 he and his family were long gone to Buffalo 
Creek), and Joseph and John Howell. 

Hustler was a tavern keeper, his tavern standing on the north side of what is now Center 
street, opposite its junction with Portage street. Few were better known than Mr. and 
Mrs. Hustler in the pioneer days, and their memory has been perpetuated by J. Fenimore 
Cooper.” 


Looking for better opportunities, the family moved to Chippewa across the Niagara River 
where they set up another tavern. The inhabitants of Chippewa, all of them Loyalists, 
begin to suspect that Ezekiel Lane is not one and the family does not enjoy great success 
in their tavern. 


The family moves to Buffalo Creek. 
How did the family move to Buffalo Creek? 


In a book about the History of Chautauqua by Obed Edsen Page 626 we find a resident 
there by the name of Marcus Sackett talking about Ezekiel Lane and his stay near 
Cattaraugus. This was in the period between 1837 and 1845 when Ezekiel was an old 
man and living by himself there. 


“can get no exact date of his (Ezekiel) settlement. In my boyhood | knew Lane well. He 
was frequently at my father's house, spending days and weeks there. He was alone, his 
wife having died before 1830. She was buried on lot 48, C. V., where the Cattaraugus now 
runs. He made his home ina small house belonging to Sottle, built for a cheese house. 
Lane was very old then (from 1837 to 1845) and was fond of talking of his early life and 
journeys. My brothers and | liked to hear him talk. He told of coming from Canada with 
the Indians, crossing the Niagara just below the falls, getting down the bank on the 
other side by help of the bushes and projecting rocks, crossing the river in canoes, and 
climbing on this side by pulling themselves up by the bushes., They followed the river to 
Lake Erie to Buffalo when there was not a house in New York west of Rochester. They 
came along the lake near the shore in canoes, and he crossed overland with them through 
the woods to the Conewango and went down the Allegany to Pittsburgh.” 


We will encounter Ezekiel later when we talk about him. 


The Middaugh and Lane families are at Buffalo Creek. How did they support themselves 
there? There is only one other non-native settler there (Cornelius Winney) running a little 
store trading with the Indians — mostly rum, knives and various trinkets. The Middaugh 
family most likely knew him since Winney was active on the other side of the river as we 
have seen. Lt. Johnston was stationed at Fort Niagara but probably was at Buffalo Creek 
often. The Middaughs most likely knew what they were going to do at Buffalo Creek 
before they got there. 


Martin was described in the early history books of our area as being a cooper. Maybe he 
did a bit of coopering for the Indians and grew some crops for his family. He also may 
have done some coopering for the Loyalists who by now were living in Bertie (Fort Erie) 
across the Niagara River in considerable numbers. Of course, to trade with the 
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179? 


1800 


inhabitants of Bertie involved crossing the Niagara River but you are talking about people 
who had experienced all kinds of adversities in their lives so going across the river was 
minor stuff. 


After the Middaugh-Lane family got to Buffalo Creek, they built a double log cabin on 
land that the Senecas had given to Lt. William Johnston. Obviously, they had the approval 
of the Lieutenant. But, later on, they had to move to the other side of the Buffalo Creek 
in a location (on the Point) very close to where the Lighthouse of 1833 now stands. The 
family lived in the new location in a double log house they built until Martin died. 


They never had a deed to the place but squatted there with the approval of everybody at 
Buffalo Creek. After Martin died, the ownership of the land was disputed by various 
parties fighting for a piece of prime real estate of those days. This was in the 1840’s, 
several trials occurred but the ownership of the land did not change. By then, the owners 
of the land were not the descendants of Martin but were Buffalo businessmen. 


A painting was done in 1829 showing the City of Buffalo as seen from a point close to the 
present Lighthouse of 1833. At the bottom of the painting, we see a house that most 
likely was the residence of the Middaugh-Lane family at that time. 


RUFFALO AS SEEN FROM ‘THE LAKE IN 1829. 


FRUM A PHUTOGRATE UF TILE ORIGINAL PAINTING OW: 
WHUSE &. 


NAD BY THE RUKFALG WISTORICAL SOCETY. PROBABLY MY GEO, Ww, SMITH, 
AME 19 SIGNED TU THE COMPANION PICTURE OF SAME DATE. > 


As we already know, the first US Census in our area is run. In Buffalo Creek for the 
household of Middaugh and Lane, we have the following data under the name of Ezekiel 
Lane-they lived together in one house. The names are my guess. 


Two males 10 to 16 years Martin, George or John Lane 

One male 26 to 45 years Ezekiel Lane 

One male over 45 Martin Middaugh 

Four females under 10 Matilda Lane, Phoebe Lane and ??? 
One female 10 to 16 Lucy Lane or Polly Lane 

One female 25 to 45 Jane (Jannetje) Lane (Middaugh) 
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1800 October First Tax Roll in the Niagara Frontier (Town of Northampton, County of 
Ontario). Our Buffalo Creek residents finally get to pay taxes. Here is the tally: 


Name Value of property (real and personal) Tax Levy 
William Johnston S 2,034 S 3.50 
Ezekiel Lane $114 S 0.24 
Martin Middaugh S45 S 0.09 


Total Tax Levy in Buffalo Creek (not counting Holland Land Company properties) = $ 3.83 


1822 February Died in Buffalo, NY - Aged 75 years old 


Let’s now continue with the second part of the story of the Middaugh-Lane family. 


The story of Ezekiel Lane. 


Abbreviated Chronology of Ezekiel Lane. 


1760 Dec 13 Ezekiel Lane is born in Crompond, NY. This community is a hamlet in the 
present Town of Yorktown, NY, in Westchester County and is located on the right side of 
the Hudson River about 30 miles from New York City. 


From a 1777 map by Robert Erskine: 
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1775 Ezekiel lived in Sandyston, Upper Smithfield, PA with his brother Solomon. He was about 
15 years old. | do not know how he got there but people moved quite a bit in those days 
as they acquired new lands and extended the frontier plus other reasons. It is a place 
that is very close to Machackemeck (today Port Jervis, NY) where the Middaugh family 
lived. Sandyston is about 10 miles downriver from Machackemeck on the Delaware 
River. 


1775 This is a very important year for the United States since this is the year the 
Revolutionary War started on April 19 in Lexington and Concord, MA. | do not know if 
the start of the war had anything to do with Ezekiel being in Sandyston on this date but 
obviously these were trying times for the American Colonies. 


But, before we continue with the Chronology, we need to ask a couple of questions: 
1) Was Ezekiel of Dutch descent? 
2) Was Ezekiel a Loyalist? 


Without doing a lot of genealogical research on the first question, we can say that, even though the 
surname Lane does not sound Dutch, there were Dutch people with that last name but there were also 
British people with that last name. Ezekiel was born in an area where there was a lot of Dutch 
immigrants and on top of that he married into a family of Dutch descent. So, we can surmise that the 
probability that he was of Dutch descent is quite high. Most likely he could not speak one word of Dutch. 
One the second question, he definitely was not a Loyalist as the rest of the Chronology will show. If he 
was of Dutch descent, when attending church in his early years, he most likely attended a church where 
the pastor was of the “Coetus (i.e. Liberal)” point of view that various studies have shown resulted in 
the parishioners favoring the “Rebel (American Patriot)” cause. 


Having said that, let us continue with the Chronology. 


1775 Machackemeck (now Port Jervis, NY) is in a very interesting geographic location. In you cross 
the river going west you are now in Pennsylvania; and if you go south from the town less than two miles, 
you are now in New Jersey. Obviously, the borders of the three states meet at this town. Ezekiel Lane 
did not have to go far to be in each of the three states. Ezekiel apparently did not seem to be a 
dedicated farmer-—he was only fifteen- so he decided to join the militias which were being formed 
everywhere; as noted above, the Revolutionary War was just beginning. In time, he joined the militias 
in all three states. | do not know how he could do that but he did. His stints in the militias were for eight 
to nine months or so each. 


In 1926, somebody researching the family contacted the War Department for information about Ezekiel. 
Below is the reply from the War department 
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1775 
1775 


1777 


1777 


1778 


1778 


1779 


1779 


1779 


1780 


His militia experience in a more readable way is shown below. More detailed information about 
his militia experiences is in his US Pension Files which we are going to explore here and there. 


March 
End of November 


April 


End of November 


April 


End of November 
April 

July 22 

End of November 


April 


Enlisted in PA militia in Capt. John Van Sickel company. 
End of enlistment in PA militia 


Enlisted in NY militia in Capt. Moses Kortright company under Major 
Decker. 3th Battalion of militia 


End of enlistment in NY militia 


Enlisted in NJ militia in Capt. Peter Westbrook company under 
Col. Rosenkrans. 3" Battalion of militia 


End of enlistment in NJ militia 

Enlisted in NJ militia same as previous year — same commanders 
Battle of Minisink — the enemy was Joseph Brant and his Volunteers 
End of enlistment in NJ militia 


Enlisted in NJ militia same as previous year — same commanders 
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1780 = April 21 Battle of Conashaugh, PA - the enemy again was Joseph Brant and his 
Volunteers 


1780 _ ~=End of November End of enlistment in NJ militia 


We are going to stop the chronology here to talk about his militia experiences in more detail and the 
two battles Ezekiel was involved in. 


Except for the year 1776, Ezekiel enlisted in the militia from 1775 to 1780. With the exception of the two 
battles that he was involved in, his main duty was to help in building small forts and of course to look for 
enemies in the vicinity. The enemies were Loyalists and Iroquois allied with the British Army. In 
particular, a famous Mohawk Indian called Joseph Brant (Mohawk name= Thayendanegea) was 
beginning to make a name for himself in the area. He was not a big leader among his fellow Mohawks in 
the beginning but he was able to attract various local Loyalists who were being persecuted by the rebels 
for their beliefs. The group of Loyalists who chose Joseph Brant as their leader came to be known as 
Brant’s Volunteers and constituted the major part of his group. After the war, a good part of the 
Volunteers that survived moved to the Niagara Peninsula across the Niagara River during the big 
transfer of the Loyalists to Canada. 


1) Battle of Minisink 


This was a serious battle of the time involving Brant’s Volunteers and American militia. The militia 
were badly defeated. Various books have been written about this battle. 


From an article | found: 


“The ringing words of "the Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America" had a 
special meaning for the battle scene people of the upper Delaware River valley in the late 1770's and 
early 1780's for this was the frontier during the American Revolutionary War. And it was subject, on 
numerous occasions, to the depredations of Indians allied to the British - though the raiding parties 
often contained as many white Loyalists, or Tories, as Indians. The most significant of these raids was 
the second Minisink raid in July of 1779 led by Joseph Brant, a Dartmouth-educated Mohawk warrior 
commissioned a colonel in the British Army. The actual attack on the settlements at Minisink 
(present-day Port Jervis and the Town of Deerpark, New York) was destructive enough, but it was the 
ensuing Battle of Minisink, in which nearly fifty New York and New Jersey militiamen lost their lives, 
that really sent shockwaves of loss and grief though the frontier population along the Delaware. The 
Minisink battle has become part of the heritage of the region encompassed by Sullivan and Orange 
counties, New York, Sussex County, New Jersey, and Pike County, Pennsylvania. 

Although British forces were largely concentrated in Manhattan, Joseph Brant, a Mohawk chief and 
a Captain in the British army, was tasked with conducting a campaign of harassment in the outlying 
regions. In July of 1779, he received word that Kazimierz Pulaski's forces had moved into 
Pennsylvania, leaving much of the Delaware Valley undefended. Brant led his force of loyalists and 
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Iroquois raiders through the valley, with the goal of seizing supplies and demoralizing the colonists. 
The settlers were forced to flee to more populated areas, and Brant pursued them. On 20 July, he 
reached Peenpack, which he attacked immediately. Brant ordered that "they should not kill any 
women or children" or Loyalists and to take prisoner any who surrendered. His raid was a crushing 
success and, leaving the settlement in ruins, Brant and his force continued north along the Delaware 
River. 

On July 20, 1779 Brant and about ninety Tories and Iroquois Indians swept through the Neversink 
Valley settlements of Peenpack and Mahackamack destroying farms, a school, a church, and other 
buildings, leaving a path of misery and bringing great fear to the frontier. On the next day, after an 
alarm had gone out, two groups of militia led by Lt. Col. Benjamin Tusten of Goshen, New York 
and Maj. Samuel Meeker of Sussex County in New Jersey met in Mahackamack (Port Jervis). They 
began to follow Brant up the Delaware River with the intent to ambush him and to recover some of 
the horses, cattle and personal items his group had taken. 

Later that day, riders from Peenpack reached the village of Goshen, telling of Brant's raid and the 
destruction of the town. A militia formed immediately, under the reluctant command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Benjamin Tusten. Tusten was strongly opposed to pursuing the raiders, as he knew they 
would be no match for the British and Iroquois soldiers, and he suggested waiting for reinforcements 
from the Continental Army. However, the majority of the public and the militia underestimated the 
fighting ability of the lroquois and demanded immediate retribution. Outvoted, Tusten agreed to set 
out the following morning. Col. John Hathorn's Fourth Orange County Regiment militia unit from 
Warwick, New York met up with Meeker and Tusten's units somewhere near Sparrowbush, New 
York and joined forces. Colonel Hathorn assumed command and marched for the Delaware with a 
force of about 120 minutemen. The militia numbered about 120 and began the pursuit. 

On the morning of July 22, the militia moved into position in the hills above the Delaware River, 
intending to ambush Brant's forces who were crossing at Minisink Ford. Hathorn split them into a 
group of skirmishers and two units comprising the main force. Before the ambush was set, however, 
a shot was fired in haste by Bazaliel Tyler, one of the skirmishers. This mistake alerted Brant to the 
trap, and he quickly outflanked the two groups of colonials, many of whom fled. Separated from the 
main unit and with his forces scattered, Hathorn was unable to regroup his men for a counterattack. 
The patriots began a rushed retreat up to the top of the hill overlooking the river in an effort to 
regain the strategic advantage. Only about forty-five or fifty of the original group were left. After 
several hours of continuous volleys, insufficient ammunition and close quarters caused the battle to 
devolve into hand-to-hand combat, at which the Iroquois excelled. Brant and his forces finally broke 
through their small defensive square and the battle ended with remaining militia men and officers 
killed or scattered. At least 45 militiamen were slaughtered, including Tusten himself. One rebel was 
captured. Brant's force, on the other hand, is believed to have lost only about seven men. Although 
badly wounded, Hathorn survived, returning to Warwick to write his report of the loss to his 


superiors.” 


Ezekiel was one of the few lucky survivors of this battle. 
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2) Battle of Conashaugh 


The second battle Ezekiel participated in was the small battle of Conashaugh which is hardly known 
today. The enemy was a group of Brant’s Volunteers. The New Jersey militia that had Ezekiel as a 
member crossed the Delaware river and engaged the enemy. 


From an article in the “The New Jersey Gazette”, May 3, 1780 we have: 


About the 17th ult. a party of Indians were difco- 
vered at Minijink, iv Penniyivania, and on Thurtday 
following fome of the Jerivy militia palled the Dela- 
ware and engaged them; a very fevere coniliet cn- 
fued, which ended ina total deteat of the Indians. 
They leit their commanding officer dead on the ficld, 
and by the orderly book and papers found on him, 
he appears to be one Daily, (a whiteman) tormerly 
of Someriet county. We had Captain Weitbrook, 
a Lieutenant, and one®private killed, in the enzave. 
ment;—the Indians left behind them fix blankets, 
two watch-coats, feveral packs, and a quantity of 
provillons ; 


Ezekiel, in his later years (in 1833 and 1842), applied for pensions because of his Revolutionary War 
activities. In his pension papers he claimed that he participated in the two battles. His statements were 
corroborated by William De Shay (a fellow militiaman that lived near Ezekiel and fought with Ezekiel in 
the battles). William De Shay moved to the Buffalo area after 1800. 


The pensions requested were granted. 


1784 

1785 Nov22 
1786 or 1787 
1788 


Married Jane (Jannetje) Middaugh in Machackemeck, NY. 
She was christened May 19, 1765 — daughter of Martin Middaugh 


Birth of daughter Margary Christened Jan 22, 1786 in 
Machackemeck, NY 


Left the Machackemeck area and moved to Western New York. Spent 
some time at Fort Niagara. 


Between Machackemeck and Buffalo Creek, Ezekiel and Jane had 
several children: Ezekiel born about 1786, Martin born 1787, Polly born 
1789 and Lucy born 1791 


Ran a low-level tavern near Lewiston in one of the houses left by the 
Mohawks after they left to go to the Grand River country in the Niagara 
Peninsula 
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1789 or so Moved to Chippewa, Upper Canada to open another low-level tavern. 
Supposedly Ezekiel was looked with suspicion by its Loyalist inhabitants 
because they found out his Revolutionary War activities 


1792 Came to Buffalo Creek together with Martin Middaugh and his family. 


While at Buffalo Creek, Ezekiel and Jane had four additional children: 
George born about 1795, John born about 1797, Matilda born about 
1798 and Phoebe born about 1799 


1806 Bought some land in Cattaraugus Village and went to live there. 
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Looks like Lt. William Johnston helped him out with the money involved 


1830 Before Wife Jane (Jennetje) died in Cattaraugus Village. 


She was buried on lot 48, Cattaraugus Village 


1833 May Moved temporarily to Cleveland and then moved to Pleasant 
Township in Seneca County, Ohio where one of his sons lived. 


1837 to 1845 Went back to Cattaraugus Village. He applied for another pension in 
1842 while living there. While there, he was a friend of a neighbor called 
Marcus Sackett and was fond telling him about his life adventures. 


From “History of Chautauqua” by Obed Edsen page 627 
From the reminiscences of Marcus Sackett about Ezekiel: 


“He talked Seneca as well as the Indians. He was familiar with this whole county and the adjoining 
country before other whites came. Chautauqua lake, Cassadaga and the Conewango country he often 
spoke as being the best hunting and trapping sections. 
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He married a “Mohawk Dutch” woman, and, as he used to say, she was “short, stubbed, and stout”. He 
was tall and rawboned. She came just under his arm. He boasted of her strength and said she could 
stand with both feet in a half-bushel measure and shoulder two bushels of wheat without taking her feet 
out. He remained at Irving (Cattaraugus Village) until about 1845. 


He built the house on lot 47, Cattaraugus Village, known as the Bonney House. It was “raised” the day of 
the total eclipse, June 16, 1816.” 


EZEKIEL LANE, FIRST WHITE RESIDENT OF BUFFALO. 


From 4 DAGUERAEOTYFE TAKER arteR wie Crate, tm 1848. See Pace 110, Note, 


1848 April 7 Died in Buffalo, NY aged 87 years old. Most likely he went back to 
Buffalo to live with one of his children. After his death, a Daguerreotype was taken of our 
pioneer. The Daguerreotype is in the possession of the Buffalo History Museum. 
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Asa Ransom and (Gen.) Timothy Hopkins 


Asa Ransom and Timothy Hopkins are fairly important members of the early pioneers of Buffalo Creek 
and Western New York. 


Their story is well known. Not wanting to reinvent the wheel, we will be brief in our narrative. 
But, why put them together? 

The reason is that the two gentlemen were half-brothers. 

Let’s start our story with a bit of genealogy about the Ransom and Hopkins family. 

Sarah Bigelow was born Nov. 13, 1744 in Colchester, CT 

On Nov. 13, 1761 she married Elias Ransom in Colchester, CT- she was 17 years old 


Elias and Sarah had eight children- the first five were all born in Colchester; the last three were born in 
Great Barrington, MA where they moved to. The children were: 


Elias Ransom born 1762 

Lydia Ransom born 1764 

Asa Ransom born Dec 2, 1765 Our Buffalo Creek pioneer 
Sarah Ann Ransom born 1767 

Jonathan Ransom born 176x 

Amasa Ransom born July 1769 

Luisa Ransom born 1772 

Otis Ransom born 1774 


Elias Ransom died in 1774. Sarah soon married Ichabod Hopkins in Great Barrington, MA 


Sarah Bigelow and Ichabod Hopkins had eight (maybe seven-see below) children — they were all born in 
Great Barrington, MA. 


The children were: 


Jonathan Scovill Hopkins(?) born 1775 He could be the son of Ichabod’s first 
wife Mary Nash 


Timothy Scovill Hopkins born Mar 10, 1776 Our other Buffalo Creek pioneer 
Orlando Hopkins born March 1778 

Otis Hopkins born 1780 

Cyrus Hopkins born 1782 

Mary Nash Hopkins born 1784 
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James Hopkins born 1786 

Harry Hopkins born 1788 
Sarah, between the two marriages, had sixteen (maybe fifteen) children. 
Our two Buffalo Creek pioneers were obviously half-brothers. 


After the death of her first husband Elias, Sarah acted as a midwife for many years and assisted at the 
birth of more than 150 infants, usually traveling on horseback and many times having to ford the 
Housatonic River. The community held colonial midwives in high esteem. 


Beside the two Buffalo Creek pioneers, a good portion of her kids sooner or later moved to the Buffalo 
area where they became leaders of the various towns been established in Erie County as time went by. 
Ransom Road in Clarence is named after Asa and Hopkins Road in Amherst is named after Timothy 
(future militia general in the war of 1812). 


Sarah, after the death of her second husband Ichabod on Oct. 20, 1818 in Great Barrington, MA, also 
moved to Buffalo in the same year to be close to her children who had moved there. 


She died in Buffalo on Aug 10, 1831. 


A copy of her will is attached below: 
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Now it is time to talk about our pioneer Asa Ransom. Since his story is well known, we are going to be 
brief maybe adding some interesting trivia here and there. 


Chronology of Asa Ransom 
1765 Dec 2 Asa Ransom born in Colchester, CT 


1787 Asa Ransom (age 21 or 22) was in Kanadesaga (Geneva, NY). He had 
been trained as a silversmith in his youth so he plied his trade in this place which at the 
time had only a few white settlers. How he got to be there is unknown but Asa seemed 
to be quite an active person. 


1789 May Asa Ransom was in Kanadesaga (Geneva) 
From “History of Geneva” 


“Judge Augustus Porter left Schenectady in May. 1789, for the Genesee country: he 
says. "Geneva was at that time the most important western settlement, and consisted 
of some six or seven families, among whom was Col. Reed, Roger Noble, Asa Ransom, 
who had a small shop, and was engaged in making Indian trinkets.” 


1790 Oct 31 Asa Ransom was in Kanadesaga (Geneva) - Affidavit from him about 
some business 


From “History of Geneva” 


“Affidavit of Asa Ransom, that in the fall of 1787, he was conversant with the lessee 
company, who were making purchases from the Indians, and that Peter Ryckman was 
reputed to be the most formidable opposer to said company in leading the Indians to 
make a treaty with the government, and that Seth Reed was most able in such etc.” 


1794 Oct 12 Married Keziah Kayes in Connecticut 

1795 Dec. 2 Birth of first child Portia in Kanadesaga (Geneva, NY); she married Christopher 
Miner Harvey, Jan 21 1816, at Ransom Grove, Clarence, N. Y.; Christopher Harvey died 
Dec. 23, 1856, at Clarence, N. Y.; Portia died Aug. 28, 1833, same place. 


1797 Late Asa Ransom and family comes to Buffalo Creek — he probably sensed 
that that location held better business opportunities for him. 


1798 Feb 27 His second child Sophia born in Buffalo Creek. She is the first recorded 
child in what will be the Holland Purchase. 


1799 Sept 1 Asa Ransom moves to Clarence Hollow 
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1801 January From “Joseph Ellicott Letter Books”- Asa Ransom starts a sawmill in 
Clarence Hollow. Joseph and Benjamin Ellicott were there to help. Joseph Ellicott at this 
time was staying with Asa Ransom. 


“In leveling a site for Mr. Ransom's mill, in this month, both Joseph and Benjamin were so 
exposed to cold and wet that they were laid up for some days; the old journal 
gives curious details of their treatment.” 


1801 June 19 His third child Harry Bolton Ransom born in Clarence Hollow 

1808 Sheriff of Niagara County March 6, 1808, until March 6, 1810 

1811 Sheriff of Niagara County February 3, 1811, to March 25, 1813 

1814 Sheriff of Niagara County March 5, 1814, to February, 1818 

1835 March 11 Died in Clarence Hollow - Buried in Clarence Fillmore Cemetery 

1837 His wife Keziah died in Clarence Hollow - Buried in Clarence Fillmore 
Cemetery 


From the above chronology it is clear that Asa and family were at Buffalo Creek for only a couple of 
years so that is it hard to call them Buffalo Creek pioneers. But they were there when there were only a 
few people in the place - they built a cabin there and Asa continued his business of making trinkets for 
the Indians. He probably would have remained there but Joseph Ellicott, in the middle of making the 
Great Survey, made him an offer that enticed Asa away from Buffalo Creek. The offer included a low 
price for the land he acquired in Clarence Hollow. 


From the Joseph Ellicott Report to Paul Busti for the year 1800 we have the following: 


2. The Second Settlement I established about Eleven Miles 
from the one before mentioned in the Second Range, Township 
No. 13 granted to Mr. Garrett Davis an honest industrious 
man, firmly attached to the Just rights and interest of the 
Holland Land Company. On this tract which Contains 150 
Acres, Mr. Davis has erected a house 36 feet long by 22 feet in 
Width, with stabling sufficient to accomodate several span of 
Horses, and where Travellers can already be made comfortable. 
This Settlement adjoins the Eastern boundary line of the 
‘Tonnewonta Reservation 

3. The third Settlement in consequence of the Tonnewonta 
Reservation intervening is about 23 Miles from Mr. Davis’s 
and situate in Range 6th Township No. ro, and granted to Mr. 
Asa Ransom an industrious Worthy Man, and a friend to the 
Just rights of the Holland Company. On this tract, which 
contains 150 Acres, Mr. Ransom has erected a large, Comodious 
house built of hewn logs 46 feet in length, two Stories high, with 
a spacious passage through the middle, well covered with good 
white pine shingles, with a chimney already built containing 
one fire place in the lower, and another in the Upper Story; 
also a commodious kitchen with a Good fire place, and-Stabling 
sufficient to accomodate several Span of horses. 


7 Cul i — g ¥ i NO. ow 
ship No, 12, about Eight Miles from Mr. Ransom’s on the old 
Road towards the East end of Lake Erie and Granted to 
Messrs. Benjamin Ellicott and John Thomson, both of whom 
are strongly attached to the Holland Company, and have both 
been in their service ever since the first year their surveys 
commenced. On this tract, which contains 300 Acres, they have 
Erected a Substancial house of hewn logs, 34 feet by 28, two 
stories high, with a good brick chimney, containing two fire 
places, one in the lower, and the other in the upper story of the 
house, well covered with substancial and good shingles, divided 
into seven Rooms, exclusive of the garret, which is sufficiently 
large and commodious for several More, with stabling sufficient 
for several span of horses. 
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And now we have a bit of the story of Timothy Scovill Hopkins 


Abbreviated Chronology of Timothy Hopkins 


1776 Mar 10 Born in Great Barrington, MA, son of Ichabod Hopkins and Sarah 
Bigelow 
1798 Nov 13 He is now at Buffalo Creek. Joseph Ellicott pays him $ 32 for services. 


From Joseph Ellicott report for the year 1800 


HOLLAND LAND COMPANY’S PAPER'S 


1798 Amount brought forward............ 6072.65 
Novr. 12 To Cash & a Draft paid Garrett Davis for Serv- 
ices rendered...........2.0c00eees 102.13 
< 13“ “ & a Draft paid David Wood for Serv- 
: Icesirendered. <.:.= .wcmserasaneniang 42.62 
em “ &  & a Draft paid Ephraim Rue for Serv- 
ices rendered. .....cc:cccersseeses 32.00 
a) “ e  “ paid for Indian Corn & Venison...... 34.75 
= “« “-& a Draft paid Sylvanus Bradway for 
Services ee 32.00 


He is reported to have come on foot from Great Barrington. His half-brother Asa Ransom since late 1797 
has been living in Buffalo Creek. The actual time Timothy got to Buffalo Creek is unknown. Some records 
of the time say that Timothy had no known address when he got to Buffalo Creek but | suspect that he 
lived with Asa. His first job at Buffalo Creek was to manage the sawmill that Lt. William Johnston had 
built to make boards for the Indians. 


1799 He is now in Clarence. The old records do not say when he came here 
but, since his half-brother Asa had moved to the Clarence Hollow area in Sept 1799, | suspect that he 
also moved at the same time and helped Asa build his tavern. And, certainly, he stayed with Asa during 
this time. A little later on, in company with Otis Ingalls, he cleared land two miles east of Clarence 
Hollow and raised wheat upon it in 1800—the first raised upon the Holland Purchase. The wheat was 
ground at Street's mill in Upper Canada at the Falls. 


1803 He was commissioned a captain of militia 
1804 Purchased land in what is now Williamsville and moved there 
1805 Married Nancy Ann Kerr from Maryland in Williamsville. Their marriage 


is the first recorded marriage in the Holland Purchase. 
1806 He was commissioned a major of militia 


1809 He was commissioned a Lt.-Colonel of militia 
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1811 He was commissioned a Brig. General of militia 


1853s Jan 23 Died in Williamsville, Town of Amherst, NY. Buried in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Buffalo, NY. He was 76 years old. 


Summary: The super-abbreviated Chronology above does not say much about the life of Timothy 
Hopkins. The reason of course is that he spent only one or two years in Buffalo Creek and can hardly be 
considered a Buffalo Creek settler. But he was there when the settlers of the little hamlet were very few 
so he deserves to be mentioned. For more details about his life plenty of literature is available. 
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Jesse Skinner, John Palmer and Joseph Palmer 


As before, why are these people shown together? 


The reason is that Jesse Skinner ran a low-level tavern in the little hamlet of Buffalo Creek. Apparently, 
his business there did not meet his expectations so very quickly he went across the Niagara River where 
he had come from; his place was taken by John Palmer who the old history books of our area describe as 
the first tavern keeper in Buffalo Creek. The brother of John Palmer was Joseph Richard Palmer who 
came over from the Niagara Peninsula to help out. 


Abbreviated Chronology of Jesse Skinner 


1750 


1791 orso 


1794 


1795 


1796 


1796 


1796 


1796 


1811 


Mar 24 Jesse Skinner, son of Thomas Skinner and Elizabeth Mudge was born in 
Sharon, Litchfield, CT 


Like many Loyalists, he moved to Upper Canada after the Revolutionary War. He 
probably moved to the Niagara Peninsula when free territory became available to new 
settlers. Before long, the Niagara Peninsula had quite a few settlers named Skinner. 
Several of them settled in the town on the Niagara River called Stamford. 


His second cousin Timothy Skinner petitioned the Upper Canada government for 
permission to build a grist mill near Point Abino in the Niagara Peninsula. The petition 
has many names of settlers supporting his petition including Jesse Skinner 


Was in Buffalo Creek. 


From the recollections of Joseph Landon he mentions that Jesse Skinner ran some sort 
of a tavern 


June 17 From the records of Moses Cleaveland on his way to Ohio, he 
mentioned that he was in a tavern run by Jesse. 


June 17 From the notes of surveyor John Milton Holley we have: 


“At evening we got to Skinner’s tavern, at Buffalo creek.” 


End of Jesse Skinner is gone from Buffalo Creek. His place is taken by John 
Palmer who was to be in Buffalo Creek much longer. In some of the old history books of 
our area, John Palmer is credited to be the first tavern keeper in Buffalo Creek and 
building a proper tavern. 


On a map of Humberstone Township dated September 21, 1811, Jesse Skinner was 
named on the north half of Lot 23 Concession 4, Humberstone Township. The location is 


in the Niagara Peninsula near Port Colborne. 
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Summary: Like Asa Ransom and Timothy Hopkins, Jesse was in Buffalo Creek for only a short time 
He returned to Upper Canada when Buffalo Creek finally became American territory in 
1796. So, his presence in Buffalo Creek was only for a short “gig”. 


Now let’s examine the Palmer brothers. 


Abbreviated Chronology of John Palmer and his brother Joseph Richard Palmer. 


1770 =About John Palmer was born a son of Sergeant Joseph Palmer of the Thirty-Four 


Regiment who served in the British Army for 25 years and who was a Sergeant for 20 years 


1790 = About John Palmer marries Catherine (Caty) Mabee (or Maybee) in Bertie. 


1793 Mar 28 John and his brother Joseph Richard apply for land in Upper Canada. The 


petition goes like this: 


"Humbly shews—That Your Petitioners are sons of Joseph Parmer [sic] who served his Majesty twenty 
five years as Serjent of the thirty fourth regiment, and was honorably discharge in the year one thousand 
seven hundred & eighty four. Your Petitioners beg leave to represent to your Excellency that they 
were born while their father was in actual service. Encouraged by their father’s long service, By 
the peculiar circumstances under which they were born—By your Excellency's known Benevolence 
your Petitioners beg leave to approach your Excellency and most humbly request a donation of lands. 
Should your Excellency decend [sic] to grant the prayer of your Petitioners you will afford encouragement 
to needy but enterprising youth, and make the heart of a hardy veteran glad. And as in duty bound your 
Petitioners will ever pray [Signed John Palmer, Joseph Richard Palmer" 

Ordered granted two hundred acres each. [Upper Canada Land Petitions LAC "P" Bundle 1, Petition 
Number 1] 


The petition talks about the two brothers being born under peculiar circumstances - no details given. 
There were other petitions for land by the two brothers and John’s wife Catherine, since the first petition 
while granted somehow did not end up with the brothers having land. The other petitions in 1795 and 


1796 were for the two brothers and one for Catherine who was the daughter of an American Loyalist. 
They finally got some land. 
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1794 July 8 John got a commission as an Ensign in one of the Militia regiments of the County 


of Lincoln (Niagara Peninsula) 


1795 John Palmer was running a tavern in Buffalo Creek that either he took over from Jesse 
Skinner (that he knew very well since they had been neighbors in Bertie) or built another 


structure 


1797 and after When Joseph Ellicott started coming to the Buffalo Creek area, he immediately 
encountered John Palmer that he paid for various services or jobs. The first time was on Nov. 14, 1797 
which was the first time Joseph Ellicott was in the area. Afterwards he had had other services from John. 
Joseph Ellicott started keeping an account with John that he paid off at various times. From the first book 
of the reports of Joseph Ellicott we have several dates when John was paid off, to wit: 

July 24, 1798, Dec. 12, 1798, Dec 16, 1799 and Dec. 27, 1799 

Since John's family lived across the river right next to the fort in Fort Erie, he could come and go back 
and forth as he pleased so that the tavern that he ran was not necessarily his main abode. He probably 
lived there at different times as the business and the weather allowed. And if one brother was in Bertie, 


the other could take care of the tavern. 


1800 In the 1800 census, both John and his brother Joseph Richard are shown as living in 
Buffalo Creek 


From: The Cradle of the Queen City by R. W. Bingham — Vol. 31 of Buffalo Historical Society 
Reports, 1931 


On the 16th of July, 1802, from Batavia, Joseph Ellicott wrote to Lt. William Johnston: 

“Some Time last Fall Mr. John Palmer made application to me for the grass Lot in the Bottom near his 
House formerly occupied by you or Ezekiel Lane. When it was determined where the Lands assigned by 
the Company to you were to lie | always conceived that all other parts about the Village of Buffalo not 
within the Limits of the Lands assigned to you was in the Power of the Company to do as they conceived 
most proper with them, without paying you for any Improvement that might be thereon; because it was 
considered that the Grant of Land made to you was a full Compensation for your Services, as well as any 
Improvements that should fall out of your Limits. On this Principle | granted the Lot in Question to 

Mr. Palmer as he kept a public House, and | conceived it would the better enable him to accommodate 
the Public, an object of no small Moment: otherwise as you were the original Settler, and having 


heretofore a Claim to all the Land at and about the Village, were it not that | was anxious the Public 
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should be accommodated | should certainly have let the Lot remain in your Hands, as | always conceived 
Mr. Lane was considered as living on your Land, and when the Land you held was assigned to you | had 
no Idea but that Mr. Lane was to be bound by your Limits. |! am sorry however there should be any 
altercation about this Piece of Land; but it has so happened that | made the Grant to Mr. Palmer from 
the Considerations before stated, but if you or Mr. Lane have a better claim to the Land, or the Products 
of it than the Company | am willing to acknowledge that | have erred in letting the Lot to Mr. Palmer, 
and he must settle the Business as well as he can. |am with respect 


Your most obedt. humble Servt. Joseph Ellicott” 


1802 After John moved to Willoughby (across the Niagara River). 
His brother Joseph Richard most likely did the same. 


Summary: The two Palmer brothers are another example of Loyalists living in the Niagara 
Peninsula and going to live for a while in the Buffalo Creek area because of a 
business opportunity. The two brothers are a little different because they were 
the children of a British soldier and not Loyalist American property owners who 
had to flee to British territory. Like some of the other Buffalo Creek people who 
we have already looked at, it is hard to consider them as Buffalo Creek settlers 


but they were there when the inhabitants were very few. 
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Sylvanus Maybee (or Mabee) 


Chronology of Sylvanus Maybee (or Mabee) 


1774 Sep 18 Sylvanus "Sufrenus, Severienus" Maybee born in Tryon County, New 


York, son of Cobus Maybee and Christina Van de Eewaerde 
1793 Came in the province of Upper Canada 


1797 March 21 Petition for land in Upper Canada. 


“Humbly Sheweth That your petitioner came into this Province in the year 1793 and has never drawn any 
lands—That your Petitioner is nephew to Lewis Mabee of Bertie who served as a Serjt in Col Butler’s 
Rangers during the American war. That your petitioner has taken the usual Oaths Subscribed the 
declaration, that he professes the Christian religion and obedience to the Laws — prays your Honor would 
grant him such a proportion of Lands as to your Honor may seem meet and your petitioner as in duty 


bound will ever pray—[Signed] Sufrenus Mabee" 

The Land Board ordered 200 acres. 

The petition says that he is a nephew of Lewis Mabee of Bertie. Lewis asked for money for his losses 
from the Upper Canada government. His statement included that he owned land in the Mohawk valley: 
“Had 50 acres on the Mohawk. It was a gift from Lewis Clement his Uncle, many years ago — 


He cleared between 18 & 20 Acres had an excellent House Barn & out Buildings” 


Similarly, the parents of Sylvanus owned property in the Mohawk Valley. 


1797 Came to Buffalo Creek to run another tavern. 

1801 He was Commissioned as a Justice of The Peace on 12 August 1801 of Ontario County, 
New York. 

1807 He was court-marshalled for a dispute with Asa Ransom. Here is the story: 


“The Code of Honor was frequently resorted to in pioneer days, as we know from the tragic death of 


Alexander Hamilton at the hands of ill-fated Aaron Burr and even later Burr fought a duel in New Jersey, 


71 


arising from a quarrel, due to Burr's acquisition of certain lands from the Holland Land Company, 
bordering on Lake Ontario. But, the first military quarrel and challenge under the code of honor, likewise 
the first court martial under military law occurred in Buffalo in 1807 and although it had its comedy 
features, it was by no means a burlesque for the unhappy principal in the affair, Major Sylvanus 
Maybee. Sylvanus Maybee was a pioneer merchant here and bought the lot at the northeast corner of 
Main and Seneca streets from the Holland Company. In 1807 all of the territory now embraced in Erie 
and Niagara counties was embraced in Genesee County and the state government had made a big effort 
to form a militia regiment in Genesee County, with Asa Ransom, the pioneer silversmith here, as 
lieutenant colonel commanding; Timothy S. Hopkins and Sylvanus Maybee as majors and William 


Warren, one of the several captains of companies. 


An officer training' had been ordered held in Buffalo. Maybee had been promoted from captain of a 
Buffalo Company, to major and he imagined that it was his duty, and privilege, to nominate his own 
successor as a captain. Colonel Ransom claimed the prerogative and a serious clash ensued, after 
Maybee had used harsh words to his superior officer, followed by a challenge from Maybee to Ransom, 


inviting him to settle 'on the field of honor’. 


Major Maybee did not get his chance to shoot at Colonel Ransom, for sending a challenge to his superior 
officer constituted a serious infraction of military law and Maybee was immediately ordered under 
arrest; a court martial was ordered from military headquarters at Albany; Maybee was duly tried, found 
guilty; sentenced to be cashiered and thus Maybee dropped out of the militia. The discomfited Major 
felt so deeply humiliated by his dismissal, that he immediately sold out his interests here, ceased paying 
for his corner lot and disappeared from this region. He did not renew his challenge and no duel was 
fought. After Sylvanus was cashiered and drummed out of the Militia, he went to Cattaraugus, where he 


had set up another Indian trading post.” 


1807 Asper the above article, Sylvanus moved to Cattaraugus Village and bought land as we see 


below: 


Charles Avery purchased lot 3, Cattaraugus Village, Dec. 31, 1804; and in March, 1806, lots 5, 56, 


Cattaraugus Village, transferred and articled to Sylvanus Mabee. 
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1815 Sylvanus was still at Cattaraugus Village. As the article below shows, he had a drinking 


problem that was then, and still is, not a rare condition. What happened to him afterwards is unknown. 


From: History of Chautauqua by Obed Edsen Page 185: 


“About 1815, a rival ferry was attempted by Sylvanus Maybee, who lived on the same side of the creek 
with Mack and whose ferry ran to an island in the stream, a bridge leading thence to the Erie County 
side. Maybee had been of the earliest settlers of Buffalo. He came there from Canada about 1796 or 
1797 as an Indian trader. He was an important personage in Buffalo during its early years, but was 
intemperate and eccentric. He was appointed major of the regiment of militia organized in the western 
part of Genesee County. In 1807 a dispute arose between him and Asa Ransom, the lieutenant colonel 
commanding the regiment, as who should be recommended as the captain of the Buffalo company. An 
amusing scene occurred in which Maybee challenged his superior officer to fight a duel. For this 
infraction of military discipline, e was placed under arrest and tried by a court-martial. Erastus Granger 
ina letter to Joseph Ellicott gives this description of this son of Mars: “Major Maybee ever alert at his 
post was prepared for duty. His hat was of the royal patent kind. His epaulette was by chance on the 
right shoulder. His coat and boots were truly martial. His sword, his belt sword knot, and the tinsels 
which hung at his belt drew a crowd of boys after him, and made the Indians and squaws look wild with 
wonder. The major thus equipped cap -a -pie, began by degrees to assume his station. As it is the duty of 
a soldier to be always prepared for action, so the major according to his custom was early charged, 
highly charged, and overcharged with a composition of inflammable material known as rum. This 
unfortunate condition led to his downfall.” The result of the court-martial was that he was cashiered. His 
presence was no longer observed in the high places of Buffalo where he had been so conspicuous a 


citizen. He sought to bury his grief of his military misfortunes in the wilds of the Cattaraugus bottoms.” 


Summary: Sylvanus Maybee was another Loyalist who came to Buffalo Creek to try his luck in the tavern 
business. When Buffalo Creek became American territory in 1796, he decided to hang around and not to 
go back to Upper Canada across the Niagara River. Most likely he sold the land he owned in Bertie. 

He was at Buffalo Creek for about ten years before the court-martial episode so that we can consider 


him as a Buffalo Creek pioneer. 
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John Crow 


1757 Born about 1757 in Oneida County, NY 


1788 Came to the Niagara Peninsula together with the many Loyalists that located there after the 
War of Independence. 


1797 ~He applied for land when more land became made available by the proclamation in 1792 by 
Lt. Gov. Simcoe 


Land Petition of John Crow to the Government of Upper Canada 


To His Honor Peter Russell, Esquire, administering the Government of this province of Upper Canada 
di- vi? & e°-/ in Council, 


The Petition of John Crow 
Most humbly showeth, 


That your petitioner came into this province nine year past and was ordered two hundred acres 
of land - Your petitioner having always been a steady Loyalist. 


That your petitioner has a wife and six children- their ages 20 — 18- 13 —- 7-5 & 1 years all living. 


That your petitioner having received no certificate for his said two hundred acres of land, nor 
drawn any land for his family, prays that your Honor may order that the sums do issue to him and that 
your petitioner may be further allowed such additional quantity of Family Lands as in your Honor’s 
Wisdom may seem meet and as in Duty bound your petitioner will ever pray. 


John Crow 
Newark, 8” March 
1797 


The Land Board ordered the Surveyor General of Upper Canada to check on his land improvements 
before awarding a certificate for no more than 200 acres 


Year 1801 or 1802 


From: History of the City of Buffalo (Vol. 2) by William Ketchum, 1865 


Doctor Cyreneus Chapin, visited Buffalo in 1801 and had some negotiations with Mr. Ellicott, in regard to 
purchasing a lot in Buffalo, or New Amsterdam as it was decided to call the embryo City. After his return 
to the East, he addressed a letter to Mr. Ellicott, dated at Sangersfield, Oneida county, saying that 
himself and friends would buy a township of land at the mouth of Buffalo Creek, and adds: " Forty 
respectable citizens that are men of good property have signed articles of agreement to take a township 
if it can be purchased, and will pay the ten per cent, when we receive the article." 

The lands not having been surveyed, the proposition was of course not entertained. 
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It is likely that Mr. John Crow, who removed from Whitestown or Sangersfield, in Oneida County to 
Fort Erie, and thence to Buffalo in 1801-2, was one of the parties to this agreement. (this is incorrect 
since John Crow was already in Buffalo Creek in the census of 1800). Mr. Crow occupied a house on 
Inner Lot No. 1, near the corner of 'Washington and Crow streets, west side of Washington, and south 
side of Crow. The house which was of logs, was said to have been built by Johnston. Crow built an 
addition of frame work, hence it was said, the house was a part log, and a part frame house. 

The street in front of Crow's house extended from Main to Washington only, as Johnston's forty-acre 
lot extended from Seneca street to the Little Buffalo Creek, and no streets were laid out through it in the 
original survey of New Amsterdam. The street continued to bear the name of " Crow Street," until 
modern refinement discovered that " Crow " was a vulgar name, in as much as crows were vulgar, filthy 
birds, and at the suggestion of a gentlemen now living in the city, the name was changed to "Exchange 
Street,"—a very poor exchange, indeed. 


And on page 144 


John Crow remained in Buffalo until 1806, when he removed to the town of Hamburgh, near the 
Eighteen Mile Creek. From there he removed to Western Pennsylvania, in 1817. In 1805, John Crow 
purchased Farm Lot, No. 37, which he improved and cultivated. He had a family of ten children—six girls 
and four boys—two only of whom are now living. John Crow died in Pennsylvania, near Waterford, in 
1830. 


1805 
From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


At the same time, John Crow, was licensed to keep a ferry below, to accommodate the travelers upon the beach of 
the Lake 


1806 
From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


“And here, through the aid of a venerable surviving pioneer, Mr. David Mather, of Lockport, we get another early 
glimpse of Buffalo: 


| settled in Buffalo in April, 1806; there was then sixteen dwelling houses, principally framed ones; eight of them 
were scattered along on Main street, three of them were on the terrace, three of them on Seneca, and two on 
Cayuga streets. There were two stores; one the "contractor's" on corner of Main and Seneca streets, (east side of 
Main,) Vincent Grant, kept it. The other was the store of Samuel Pratt, adjoining Crow's tavern. Mr. Le Couteulx 
kept a drug store in a part of his house on Crow street. 

David Reese's Indian blacksmith shop was on Seneca street, and William Robbins had a blacksmith shop on Main 
street. John Crow kept a tavern where Mansion House now stands, and Judge Barker kept one on the site of the 
market.” 
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From: Buffalo Historical Society Reports Vol 14 page 443 
Document owned by the Buffalo Historical Society showing John Crow living in Buffalo in 1805 


CROW, JOHN. 
Promissory note to Elias Salisbury for $35, "Buffalo Creek, 11 June, 1805." Attested by Almon Crow. 
Interesting souvenir of an early Buffalo tavern-keeper, for whom Crow St., now Exchange, was named. 
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The McBride Family 


The McBride family was a Loyalist family that settled across the river in the Niagara Peninsula. With the 
passage of time, several members of this family moved across the river and settled in our area. 


1798 In 1798 Joseph Ellicott paid John McBride $ 15.00 for work done. Previous to that he had 
applied to the Upper Canada government for land which he received. He lived in Bertie (Fort Erie). He 
and other members of the McBride family were veteran soldiers in the British Army. Several members of 
the McBride family lived in the Niagara Peninsula since at least 1794. 


1800 In the census of 1800, George Mc Bride is shown in Buffalo Creek with his family (10 People 
total). He also was a member of the McBride family who came across the river and decided to 
settle there. Without doing a lot of research on my part, he may have remained in the Buffalo 
Creek area or may have returned to the Niagara Peninsula. He is not shown in the 1810 Census. 


From: Landmarks of Niagara County by William Pool 


The lands of the Holland Company were placed on sale at $2.75 per acre; but as lands were then selling 
in Canada for sixpence, and were offered very cheap in parts of this State nearer to advanced 
settlements, purchasers were very slow in accepting the terms of the company, as will presently appear. 
By request of the State surveyor, Ellicott selected Lewiston as a village site in 1798. The dwellers there in 
1800 were the families named Woodman, Gambol, McBride, Hustler (a tavern keeper). Hough, Mills, 
Middaugh, and Joseph and John Howell; McBride had a small tannery. 


1803 = And later Years William McBride purchased several lots from the Holland Land 
Company. Another member of the McBride family who moved across the Niagara River and 
settled in our area 


1810 Census J McBride and H McBride are shown as property owners in Cambria (which in those days 
took up most of what is now Nagara County) 


Summary: The McBride family was made up of discharged members of the British Army who, with their 
families, settled in the Niagara Peninsula. A few of them decided to settled in the Buffalo Creek area or 
nearby at least for a while. 
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John Lyon 


1774 or so Was born in New York State — location unknown. As a son of a Loyalist soldier, he moved 
to Upper Canada with his family when the great migration of Loyalists occurred. He applied for land 
when land became available after 1792 as shown below. 


1794 He petitioned the Upper Canada Government for land 
Petition of John Lyon in 1794 
To his Excellency, etc... 


The Petition of John Lyon Humbly showeth, That the petitioner at the commencement of the American 
war lived in York State. His father joined his Majesty’s troops in New York State and served seven years 
in Col. Bayard’s Corps; in his absence his Estate was confiscated and his children turned out of doors. 
The petitioner being a minor experienced this change of fortune. Has now arrived to the years of 
manhood, and removed to this province with his family, and prays your Excellency will please to grant 
him an Allotment of land to improve upon, for his future assistance, or such other outlay as your Wisdom 
may seem meet, and your petitioner will ever pray 


Newark 8 July 1794 


John Lyon was granted 200 acres, recorded in Land Book A page 
207. 


The document has a note “This man is to reside in the United 
States” 
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1798 Sep 19 Joseph Ellicott paid him $10 for services 
Dec 12 Joseph Ellicott paid him $ 34.62 for services 


The above payments are not proof that John Lyon lived in Buffalo Creek at this time. He could have been 
living in Bertie across the river but was used by Joseph Ellicott to move supplies or similar endeavors. 
When he actually moved to Buffalo Creek is unknown. 


1800 Was in 1800 Census as a resident of Buffalo Creek 


1800 Was on a list of property owners who paid taxes. The property was valued at $ 40 and 
the tax paid was 8 cents 


1806 He bought land from the Holland Land Company in Township 11 Range 8-Buffalo Creek 
area 


From: The William Hodge Papers by William Hodge — Buffalo Historical Society Vol. 26 Page 231 
In the land near Forest Lawn: 


By descending a steep bank, of about twenty feet, and turning immediately to the right, the creek was 
reached. On this bank, or bluff of high ground, there was a log building called the Lyon house. Mr. Lyon 
lived there as early as 1806 (He was in Buffalo Creek in 1800 so this is clearly incorrect); but | do not 
know whether he or the Indians built the house. 


Summary: John Lyon was the son of a Loyalist who, as related above, served with Col. Bayard’s Corps 
(a Loyalist battalion) for at least seven years. The Battalion was also called “The King’s Orange Rangers” 
that was formed to protect British interests in Orange County, NY. John Lyon, even though he was a 
property owner in Bertie (Fort Erie), decided to move across the river and settled in the Buffalo Creek 
area. We can consider him as a Buffalo Creek pioneer since he lived there for quite a few years. 
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William Robbins (and David Reese) 


William Robbins and David Reese were important members of the early Buffalo Creek community. 

The reason was that both of them were blacksmiths. In a community as small as Buffalo Creek was in 
those days, to have a knowledgeable blacksmith in their mist was a big deal. The blacksmith could of 
course fix guns, horseshoes, farm implements, pots and pans and other similar items. 

William Robbins was definitely an early settler of the small community since he appears in the records 
to have been there as early as June 1798. David Reese however was NOT an early settler of Buffalo 
Creek since he showed up in 1803 as a blacksmith who the government supplied to have him take care 
of the blacksmithing jobs of the Buffalo Creek Indians so that theoretically he was supposed to work just 
for the Indians with no work done by him for the rest of the community. But | am sure, in a pinch, he 
most likely did work for the white population as needed. | decided to include him in this brief narrative 
because of have two blacksmiths in their mist at this early stage of the local history was quite a welcome 
addition. | will examine their story in separate sections. 

A copy of a sketch done in 1813 shows the location of the two blacksmiths’ shops. The one on the left is 
the shop of William Robbins and it corresponds to the location of Inner Lot 70 as outlined by Joseph 
Ellicott. The one on the right shows the shop of David Reese and it corresponds to the location of Inner 
Lot 176. Originally the two blacksmiths settled in locations nearby but by 1813 had moved to the 
locations shown below. 
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William Robbins 


Who was William Robbins? 
After considerable searching, | could not find very much about this individual. 
There are three possible explanations on how he got to Buffalo Creek: 


1) Like most of the other early settlers of Buffalo Creek, he was a Loyalist who came to Buffalo Creek 
when the opportunity arose and then decided to settle there. However, | could not find any records of 
him residing in the Niagara Peninsula during this early period. 

| did find a William Robbins who obtained some land from the Upper Canada government in 1787 but 
the land was in the Bay of Quinte area. For this individual to be in Buffalo Creek in June 1798 is possible 
but not very probable. Therefore, | believe that the probability the he was a Loyalist is not very great. 


2) He was a member of the large surveying party that Joseph Ellicott brought with him to Buffalo Creek. 
The first record that | could find of William Robbins is dated July 31, 1798; he was paid $ 1.00 by Joseph 
Ellicott for going with a horse over a river. So, this small amount could indicate a small thank you for 
some extra work. 


3) He came to Buffalo Creek on his own after he heard about the surveying work going on in our area 
and decided that it represented an opportunity for him. 


Each of these scenarios are possible. However, | could not find any record to confirm that one of the 
scenarios is the true one. 


Therefore, here is the chronology of William Robbins when he was in our area: 


1798 Sept 2 


From: Reports of Joseph Ellicott (Vol. 1) by Buffalo Historical Society, 1937 


in a stray horse..... orp @ «a4 5. 

Septr. k “ “ “ for Sundnies..... og meenEeeE EEN 16.98 
nt 2 * *§ W. Robbins expenses from Buffalo 

. —a _ to Canneadea & returning. ... . 2.37 


Caneadea was named after the upper, or old Seneca village located on a bluff above the east side of 
the Genesee River opposite the site of present-day Houghton. Sometime in the latter half of the 18th 
century, the Seneca built a square log council house here with the help of British troops from Fort 
Niagara 
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From: the recollections of Augustus Porter - Vol 7 of Buffalo Historical Society 


During the summer of 1798 | was engaged in surveying at the instance of Joseph Ellicott, the agent of the Holland 
Land Company. | surveyed this year the Indian reservations at Caneadea, Squakie Hill, Little Beard's Town, Big 
Tree, Conewagus, Buffalo and Cattaraugus. 


From: “The History of Alleghany County” 


In the same year (1798) Augustus Porter came to survey the boundary lines of the reservations made by 
the Indians at the treaty of 1797. His notes of the survey of the Canneadea reservation bear date Sept. 
3, 1798. 


Apparently, William Robbins had gone with Augustus Porter with the survey or had repaired items used 
in the survey. Augustus Porter wrote his report on Sept. 3 and Joseph Ellicott paid William Robbins 

S 2.37 on the previous day; the amount was small so it probably meant that the blacksmith reshoed a 
horse or something similar. 


1798 Nov23 


From : Reports of Joseph Ellicott (Vol. 1) by Buffalo Historical Society, 1937 


- @ a Lyralt paid jonn Ivloore...... “awn 2.50 
, — = @alorate paid William Robbins... .. 134.60 
- 94 4 4% fs0 Tif. 2.284 Dx Thee 144 4F 


On this day Joseph Ellicott paid William Robbins quite a bit of money. It seems that Joseph Ellicott kept 
an account for William Robbins which he discharged on this day. 


1810 Census- William Robbins is in the Census 


Males Females 
Head of Household to-10 10-16 16-26 26-45 45+ to-10 10-16 16-26 26-45 45+ 


W. Robbins 2 0 0 1 O 2 0 1 1 


His family is described as such: 

1) Two males under the age of 10 

2) One male 26 to 45 — William Robbins 

3) Two females under the age of 10 

4) One female 16 to 26 years 

5) One female 26 to 45 years — Wife of William Robbins 

Therefore, William Robbins was born between the year 1765 and 1784. 
In 1798 he would be 33 at most which makes sense. 


1820 No Robbins in the Census 
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From: History of the City of Buffalo (Vol. 1) by William Ketchum, 1864 


Wm. Robbins had established himself as a black- 
smith in Buffalo, as early as 1798. His name also ap- 
pears as the purchaser of a lot in New Amsterdam, with 
others, in 1804. According to the statement of David 
Mather, he had a blacksmith-shop on the west side of 
Main street, in 1806. 


From: Our County and its People (Vol. 1 and 2) by Truman C. White, 1898 


In the list of lot buyers in New Amsterdam for 1804 appears the name 
of William Robbins. He was a blacksmith and settled there as early 
as 1798, his shop being situated at one time on the west side of Main 
street. 


From: The Cradle of the Queen City by R. W. Bingham — Vol. 31 of Buffalo Historical Society 
Reports, 1931 


The number of inhabitants of the little settlement was further increased in 1798 by the arrival of 
Sylvanus Maybee and William Robbins. The former, an Indian trader who came from Canada, 
constructed a log house on the site now located on the west side of Main Street above Exchange. 
Maybee is said to have been a native of the Mohawk Valley. Robbins brought to Buffalo Creek a trade 
that was of prime importance to a frontier post of that period. He was a skilled blacksmith and 
undoubtedly, as soon as his log house was constructed, his blazing forge and the sound of the 
hammer on the anvil added cheer to the little settlement. 


And on page 206 
On the southeast corner of the present Washington and Seneca lived David Reese, the blacksmith 


whose shop was directly across the street while William Robbins, his rival in the village, had a shop on 
the west side of the present Main Street in the rear of which stood his house of logs. 


From: The Hodge Papers by Buffalo Historical Society Reports vol 26 


William Robbins had a blacksmith-shop near Vincent Grant's store, on the west side of Main street. 
His dwelling house was built of hewn logs, and stood in the rear, that is, west of his shop. 
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From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


“Mr. Brisbane first saw Buffalo, in October, 1798. There was then the log house of Middaugh and Lane 
— a double log house — about two squares from Main street, a little north of the present line of 
Exchange street. Capt. Johnston's half log and half framed house, stood a little east of the main building 
of the present Mansion House, near Washington street. There was a two story hewed log house, owned 
by Capt. Johnston, about where Exchange street now is, from six to eight rods west of Main street, where 
a tavern was kept by John Palmer. This was the first tavern in Buffalo. Palmer afterwards moved over to 
Canada, and kept a tavern there. 

Asa Ransom lived in a log house west of Western Hotel. Winne had a log house on bank of Little Buffalo, 
south of Mansion House. A Mr. Maybee, who afterwards went to Cattaragus, kept a little Indian store in 
a log building on west side of Main street, about twenty rods north of Exchange street. There was also a 
log house occupied by a man by the name of Robbins. The flats were open ground; a portion of them 
had been cultivated. 


Such was Buffalo — and all of Buffalo— in 1798.’ 


So, in conclusion, what can we say about William Robbins? 


1. He definitely was one of the first Buffalo Creek pioneers since he was there from 1798 to at least 
1813. 

2. Being a blacksmith, he was a valuable member of the small community in those days 

3. Same as most of the Buffalo Creek inhabitants at that time, was he also an American Loyalist? 
My personal opinion on this question, the probability is at best 50-50. 

4. |could not find where he came from, so his life before he came to Buffalo Creek is still an 
enigma. 
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David Reese 


David Reese seems to have come to Buffalo Creek from the Canandaiqua or Bloomfied area in Ontario 
County, NY. There is a reference to him in a book about the Phelps and Gorham Purchase in Western 
New York by Orsamus Turner. The reference is shown below. The area makes sense since the Agent to 
the Six Nations (Iroquois) for our region (Israel Chapin) was located in Canandaiqua. 


The reference has no date and is part of the reminiscences of a Mr. James Sperry. 


From: History of the Pioneer Settlement of the Phelps & Gorham’s Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1852 


“Ancient occupancy was distinctly traced at the period of early settlement in Bloomfield. On the 
farm of Nathan Waldron, an on others contiguous, in the north east corner of the town, near 
where the Adams, Nortons and Rues first settled, many gun barrels, locks and stock barrels, of 
French construction, and tomahawks, were plowed up and used for making or mending 
agricultural implements. | have seen as many as 15 or 20 barrels at a time, at Waldron’s 
blacksmith shop, while he and David Reese, his journeyman, were working them up. | once saw 
Reese pointing out in the roof of the shop, the effect of a ball fired from an old barrel while 
heating it in the forge; his hearers wondering how the powder retained its strength for so long a 
period, the barrel having lain underground.” 


1803 David Reese came to Buffalo Creek 


Mr. David Reese came to Buffalo in the employment of the Government as the Indian blacksmith. It had 
been the custom to furnish the Indians a blacksmith, or gunsmith to repair their guns, axes, hatchets, 
hoes, steel traps and other iron implements which their intercourse with the whites had introduced 
among them. 


1806 


From: Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase by Orsamus Turner, 1849 


In 1806, Mr. Reese purchased Outer Lot, No. 176, on Seneca street and built his blacksmith shop on the 
corner of Washington and Seneca streets, where the Post Office now stands, and where Mr. Pratt began 
his improvement the year before. This shop was a frame building, one story high, painted red, and has 
historic importance as being one of the two buildings not burned by the British in the war of 1812, and it 
served as a shelter for the wounded on that occasion, and some of the bodies of the killed were taken to 
that building before interment. 

Mr. Reese built his dwelling upon the opposite corner of Seneca street, on Outer Lot, No. 93, a part of 
Johnston's lot. It is said this lot was given him by the Indians, or by Johnston. Mr. Reese continued to 
carry on his blacksmith shop after the settlement of the village of Buffalo, and up to about 1823, when it 
went into other hands. The old blacksmith shop stood for ten or fifteen years after the war, the marks of 
which it bore in numerous bullet holes through the clapboards which constituted its covering. 
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From: The Village of Buffalo 1800 to 1832 - by Wilma Laux 


It was customary for the United States Government to supply a blacksmith to each Indian community to 
keep their agricultural tools repaired. Shortly before Buffalo was surveyed, David Reese came and 

set up a forge on the south side of Seneca Street near Washington. (The Survey of New Amsterdam was 
done in 1803-1804) In 1808 he bought land across the street where he operated "Ye Sign of Ye Broad 
Axe" until he sold out in 1825. This was one of the three structures left standing when the village was 
burned in 1813. 


From: The Cradle of the Queen City by R. W. Bingham — Vol. 31 of Buffalo Historical Society 
Reports, 1931 


It was the policy of the Government to appoint blacksmiths to the various Indian settlements to repair 
their farming implements, guns, etc. In accordance with this custom, shortly before Buffalo was 
surveyed David Reese came to Buffalo Creek in the capacity of Indian Blacksmith. (The Survey of New 
Amsterdam was done in 1803-1804) He occupied a log house on William Johnston's land, the site which 
is now located on the south side of Seneca Street near Washington, and there undoubtedly set up his 
forge. Reese was an eccentric, quick tempered, Scotchman, but an artisan whose skill in forging a 
broadax was greatly appreciated in the little settlement. In the year 1808 Reese, undoubtedly due to 
increased business, purchased from the Holland Land Company Inner Lot No. 176 directly across Seneca 
Street from his house and there he constructed a blacksmith shop. He continued business at this stand 
until 1825, when "Ye Sign of Ye Broad Axe" was sold to John Ames. 


1810 David Reese was in the Census 


Males Females 
Head of Household to-10 10-16 16-26 26-45 45+ to-10 10-16 16-26 26-45 45+ 


David Reese 1 0 2 3 1 1 0 0 2 0 


1813 At the end of this year during the War of 1812, the village of Buffalo is burned by the British. 
Only three buildings are left standing — the first one is the local jail since it was made of stone, 
the home of a Mrs. St. John who had somehow convinced a British officer to save her home 
and the shop of David Reese. After the British left Buffalo, the shop of David Reese was 
made for a while a mortuary because the bodies of the various militiamen who died in this 
battle were brought here. 


1820 There is a David Reese in the Census 
However, the census data of this family does not show a male member whose age is over 45. 


The conclusion is that this David Reese is not the original blacksmith but most likely one of his 
sons. The original blacksmith by then most likely had died. 
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Summary: 


David Reese was definitely not a Buffalo Creek pioneer as defined in this narrative but brought 
to the very small community of those days an occupation that must have been very 
appreciated. His primary job was to service the blacksmithing needs of the local Indians since 
he came to Buffalo Creek on a government contract. Apparently, as seen above, he died 
sometimes after 1813 and before 1820 of unknown causes. By 1820 of course new settlers 
had come to the area and David Reese and William Robbins were no longer the only 
blacksmiths in the area. 
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The end of the narrative 


We have come to the end of this brief narrative telling the story, as well as | could gather, of the few 
adventuresome people who were in the Buffalo Creek area before Joseph Ellicott and the Holland Land 
Company started selling the land to new settlers. 


The people we have encountered in this narrative are few but | consider them the most important 
members of the small community which would became the City of Buffalo about three decades later. 
There were of course a few other people who were in the area before 1800 but | do not consider them 
important to the story. For example, some members of the large party that Joseph Ellicott brought with 
him to accomplish the Great Survey decided to stay in the area and became new settlers. 


As stated at the beginning of this narrative, the majority of the people we have encountered were 
American Loyalists or people associated with British military who came over from the Niagara Peninsula 
which was by then fairly well settled by American Loyalists and retired British military. 


The American Loyalists and British military were: 


Lt. William Johnston 
Cornelius Winney 
Martin Middaugh 
Jesse Skinner 

John Palmer 

Joseph Richard Palmer 
Sylvanus Maybee 
John Crow 

The McBride family 
John Lyon 


For non-Loyalists we have: 
Ezekiel Lane 
Asa Ransom 
Timothy Hopkins 


Undetermined: 


Joseph Hodges (Black Joe) 
William Robbins 
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At this point we need to raise the obvious question: 


Who was the first non-native settler of Buffalo Creek? 


We have a few candidates: 


1) Lt. William Johnston- as we have seen, he was in the area as early as 1781. But his official 
residence was either Kanadesaga (Geneva, NY) or Fort Niagara. He became a permanent settler 
of Buffalo Creek about 1795. 

2) Joseph Hodges — he came to our area with the Senecas either in 1780 or 1785. Whatever the 
date, he was in Buffalo Creek by 1785. 

3) Cornelius Winney — as we have seen, he came to Buffalo Creek about 1788 or slightly later on. 

4) Martin Middaugh and Ezekiel Lane — they came to Buffalo Creek about 1792. 


So, its seems that Joseph Hodges (Black Joe) was the first non-native settler of Buffalo Creek. 


From the narrative we have also learned that the most important member of the small community of 
Buffalo Creek was without question Lt. William Johnston. 


The connections of Lt. Johnston are many, the most important ones are: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 
7) 


8) 


The was a member of the British military (Indian Department) for more thana 
couple of decades 

When the Indian Department was disbanded, he was then given the job of an 
official “interpreter”. He kept this job for quite a few years. 

While living in Buffalo Creek, he was still a member of the Canadian Militia with 
a grade of Captain 

His father-in-law was Farmer’s Brother who at the time was the most important 
Sachem of the Seneca Nation. 

His son John (Jack) was considered a Seneca Chief because of the matrilinear 
structure of the Seneca Nation 

He was a property owner on both sides of the Niagara River 

His half-brother Capt. John Powell lived across the Niagara River in Bertie (now 
Fort Erie) and was able to assist Lt. William Johnston as needed. 

Because of all of these connections, he was considered by the Seneca Nation as 
being one of their own. He was respected and trusted by the indigenous 
population in the area. 


And that is the end of our story of the few people who lived, briefly or permanently, in Buffalo Creek 
before the selling of the land by the Holland Land Company started in earnest and what was a trickle 
in the beginning became a torrent of new arrivals and the creation of the City of Buffalo three decades 


later. 
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